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The Four-Way Test 
Of the things we think, say or do: 

1.	 Is it the TRUTH?

2.	 Is it FAIR to all concerned?

3.	 Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?

4.	 Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

The Object of Rotary 
The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as 
a basis of worthy enterprise and, in particular, to encourage and foster: 

•	 FIRST.  The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service; 

•	 SECOND. High ethical standards in business and professions, the 
recognition of the worthiness of all useful occupations, and the 
dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve 
society; 

•	 THIRD.  The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian’s 
personal, business, and community life; 

•	 FOURTH.  The advancement of international understanding, 
goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of business and 
professional persons united in the ideal of service. 

The Rotary Motto:  Service above self
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Welcome from Club President, Karen Sedgwick

A very warm welcome to you all and thank you for coming to celebrate 
another successful year of activities and events with our club.

The year has seen us continue to organise and support some very 
important programs such as the Rotary Driving Awareness Program 
(RYDA), our Volunteers BBQ, held in conjunction with The Lions Club,  
and several High School Scholarships for local students.  We have such 
positive feedback from participating students at our meetings, and very 
recently from a Rotary Youth Leadership Award (RYLA) participant. 

We have recently sent a local student, Bianca McNeill, to New Zealand 
on a 3-month exchange, and we have now welcomed a Japanese 
student, Yuta Tsuchiya, to Woolgoolga for this year.

For me a highlight of the year was the inaugural Golf Ball Drop, which 
was a fun and exciting day and a huge success.  I hope this will be an 
annual event.

We have a wonderful community in this area, and I would like to thank 
them for their continuing assistance and support, both in helping out at 
our monthly auctions and all the other events for which we ask support.  
Thanks to community support, we have had a year of successful auctions, 
as well as fund raisers for disadvantaged young people overseas.

I would also very much like to say thank you to my board members and 
fellow club members, and partners and friends, who have helped make 
all these things happen. 

And lastly, I wish Patty Delaney an exciting year ahead as she takes 
over the helm; I have no doubt she will be a wonderful president.

Again, thank you for being here and enjoy your evening.

Karen Sedgwick
President, 2013–2014
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John Arkan
Patricia (Trish) Baker
Terry Booth 
Mary Bryant
Allan Casey
Leslie Casey
Patty Delaney
David Edwards 

Thea Eves
David Fayle 
Pamela Fayle
Glenda Kennedy
Peter Lacy
Rod Mackenzie 
Dick Matthews 
Norm Michener 

Keith Minhinnett
Gareth Owen
Geoff Royal
Karen Sedgwick 
George Smede 
Echah Wright

22 total at 30 June

Bill Carroll
Ian Fitzgerald

Charles Phipps
Ila Rogers

Selwyn Rogers
Robert White

MEMBERS 

HONORARY MEMBERS

Outgoing / Incoming Office Bearers

Outgoing Incoming
BOARD

President	 Karen Sedgwick
President--elect	 Patty Delaney
Vice President	 Pamela Fayle
Past President	 Pamela Fayle
Secretary	 Norm Michener
Treasurer	 Trish Baker

Assisted by Geoff Royal
Directors:
Auctions	 Dick Matthews
Youth Service	 Pamela Fayle
  Assisted by Peter Lacy & Mary Bryant 
YEP and International Service	
		  Patty Delaney 
Community & Vocational Service
		  Terry Booth
Club Service	 Glenda Kennedy
Membership & Public Relations	
		  David Fayle

BOARD

President		  Patty Delaney
President-nominee	 Leslie Casey
Vice President	 Karen Sedgwick
Past President	 Karen Sedgwick
Secretary		  Mary Bryant
Treasurer 		 Leslie Casey
Directors:
Auctions		  Dick Matthews
Membership	 Norm Michener
Youth Service	 Peter Lacy
Club Service	 Pamela Fayle
Public Relations	 David Fayle 
Directorships yet to be finalised:
 International Service 	
 YEP	
 Community & Vocational Service	
 

POSITIONS NOT ON BOARD:
Sergeant	 Rod Mackenzie 
Corporal	 Glenda Kennedy
Woopi Whisper Editor	 David Fayle
Public Officer David Fayle / Norm Michener

POSITIONS NOT ON BOARD:
Sergeant		  tba
Corporal		  tba
Public Officer	 David Fayle
Woopi Whisper Editor	 David Fayle
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www.woolgoolgarotaryclub.org.au
www.woolgoolgaheritagewalk.org

CHANGEOVER DINNER PROGRAM
Monday 30 June 2013 at Seaview Tavern

6:00 pm Pre-dinner mixer with finger food

6:30 pm Call to order MC Rod Mackenzie

Acknowledgement of country Patty Delaney

Grace and Toast MC Rod Mackenzie

Introduction of guests; Apologies; Formal welcome Karen Sedgwick

Objects of Rotary tba

Four-Way Test tba

6:40 pm DINNER SERVED

7:15 pm Toast to Rotary International tba

Response to the toast AG Neale Parmenter

7:20 pm DESSERT SERVED

7:35 pm Woolgoolga Rotary’s past year Karen Sedgwick

7.50 pm Tea and coffee

8:10 pm Presentation to Rotarian of the Year

Paul Harris Fellow presentation

Induction of incoming President

Presentation of Past President’s badge

Induction of incoming Board

Incoming President’s address

Karen Sedgwick

Karen Sedgwick 

Karen Sedgwick 

Patty Delaney

Patty Delaney

Patty Delaney

8:30 pm Closing remarks and National Anthem MC Rod Mackenzie
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2013–2014 REPORT BY PRESIDENT AND BOARD MEMBERS
Tonight, the Rotary Club of Woolgoolga celebrates another year of fun, 
fellowship, and service to the community.  Our 26th year was one of great 
achievement, and an exceptionally good year for fundraising, both through 
traditional ways (especially monthly auction and fish auction) and novel 
ways – a helicopter golf ball drop.  Sales of Woolgoolga: History of a Village, 
which we reprinted last year, also made a significant contribution.
The funds raised have allowed us to make a major pledge supporting the 
proposed Multipurpose Centre for Woolgoolga and the Northern Beaches, 
a facility which will provide new opportunities for our local youth.  The 
solid fundraising base will also be used to make major improvements to 
our auction shed area, an investment in the future.  
Donations this year totalled almost $34,000, directed across a broad 
spectrum of causes (p21): the local community, victims of the devastating 
NSW bushfires; drought-afflicted farmers in far western NSW; people 
disabled by brain injury; national and international health; and on the 
underprivileged overseas, with support for those affected by disaster in 
the Philippines, refugees displaced from their Syrian homeland, and youth 
in Ethiopia, Kenya, Nepal and Vanuatu.  
An important annual program that protects the health of members of the 
local community, Bowelscan, was held in May. 
Another high-priority annual program is Rotary Youth Driver Awareness 
(RYDA) Day,  attended by students from Years 11 & 10 at Woolgoolga High School. 
Our representation on the Curryfest organising executive committee was a 
key contribution to the festival’s outstanding success.

A stellar year for fundraising
Raising the funds to support all our work for the local community, as well 
as national and international causes, is vital.  A renewed effort, involving 
both innovative new events and strengthening the traditional events, 
gave wonderful results.  After several challenging years in which weather 
had a serious impact, it was nice to have these efforts rewarded with 
predominantly favourable weather.  

    Karen Sedgwick            Pam Fayle                  Glenda Kennedy            Dick Matthews          Norm Michener
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Funds raised totalled almost $42,000, made up as follows:
Fundraiser Funds
Auction (monthly) $32,228
Helicopter golf ball drop $3,865
Sales of Woolgoolga: History of a Village $2,819
Fish auction (Rotary share) $1,346
Swap meet (for Ethiopia) $710
Metal recycling $712
Curry packs $184
plus two Grants for Kits for Kids $2,752

Our initial helicopter golf ball drop was a great success. Numbered balls, 
sold for $5 each or 5 for $20, were dropped from a helicopter, and the three 
nearest the pin won prizes. The Lions Club won first prize, and thanks 
to their generosity this benefitted the Seniors Centre ($200 towards 
their trailer) and Northern Beaches Care ($300 Coles vouchers). The 
Woolgoolga Returned Services Golf Club, Safety Beach, and professional 
Terry Perfrement are thanked for their assistance and support of the event.

Our major fundraiser, the monthly auctions of donated goods, this year 
raised over $31,000 (net of costs), a substantial improvement and the 
best result in 6 years.  Apart from financially underpinning our service 

work, the auction also brings additional benefits to the local community 
— such as the environmentally significant role it plays in recycling goods, 
and the much-needed resource it provides for the less advantaged in our 
community and for those setting up households.  

     Patty Delaney                Terry Booth                                                           David Fayle                 Trish Baker

2013 – 2014
BOARD
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The fish auction at the Aust-
ralian Bluewater Freediving 
Classic raised $1,346 for 
the club, as well as $2,000 
for the Coffs Harbour 
Bluewater Freedivers, 
$800 for the Australian 
Underwater Federation, 

and $800 for the Marine Rescue Organisation.  Nearly 
200 fish were auctioned.  Crowds were good on both 
afternoons and every fish attracted bids. [More photos on 
inner back cover]

All 370 copies of the new edition of Neil Yeates’ 
Woolgoolga: the History of a Village have been sold, and 
the net proceeds to our club were $2,819.  Orders are 
being taken for a future print run;  the cost is expected 
to remain $30 per copy.  The only comprehensive 
history of Woolgoolga, the book was out of print for 
17 years before our 2013 edition commemorating the 
Woolgoolga Heritage Walk, the 125th anniversary of the 
gazettal of Woolgoolga as a village, and the club’s own 
25th anniversary.  A new 17-page Addenda section corrects and extends 
the original on four significant topics, and includes four pages of colour 
plates.  The 25-year history of our club is also outlined.

A swap-party fundraiser for the children formerly 
at the Ashley Haven Orphanage, Lalibela, Ethiopia, 
hosted by Glenda Kennedy at her home, raised 
$710.  Other fundraisers included steady sales of 
curry packs (two varieties) totalling $184.  Metal 
recycling continues to raise useful additional 
funds.

Our local community
The funds raised help our community service work.  

Community groups assisting with monthly auctions

As already pointed out, the auction plays several useful roles in the 
community.  In addition, every month we have a community group giving 
us essential help to run the auction, and these groups receive a donation 
from the proceeds.  
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Ten local groups were able to benefit from donations totalling $8,250:

Red Rock-Corindi Surf Life Saving 
Club (2) 
Woolgoolga High School 
Woolgoolga Public School P&C
Northern Beaches Care
Woolgoolga Athletics Club

Corindi Red Rock Rural Fire Service
Sherwood Creek Rural Fire Service
Woolgoolga Rural Fire Service
Corindi Woolgoolga SES
Woolgoolga Scout Group

Service to the local community

The Pride in Work award recognises members of our community who, in 
the workplace go above and beyond, and take particular pride in doing what 
they do very well.  Three people received 
this award in February at Woolgoolga Art 
Gallery.  Julie Potts (Australia Post mail 
contract business) was recognised for 
her outstanding effort both in business 
and volunteer work; Joyce Mifsud (Envy 
Hair & Beauty Centre) for rapport, skill, 
knowledge, and adaptation to change; 
and Byron Henry (Madness Surfboards 
and Woolgoolga Swimming Pool) for customer relations, work ethic, 
innovativeness, trustworthiness and reliability.  The launch of the Art of 
Work exhibition, part-sponsored by our club, was a perfect accompaniment 
to the presentation evening at the Woolgoolga Art Gallery. [More photos on 
inner back cover]

The Bowelscan program provided test kits to 374 
people in our community, allowing them to check for 
signs of bowel cancer.  This year’s kits were of a new, 
improved type, and were sold for $12 per kit.  Annual 
testing and early detection combine to give a high cure 
rate.
Around 80 people attended the third Woolgoolga 
Lions and Rotary Clubs Volunteers 2013 Celebration 
Barbeque on 4 December 
(up from 40 in 2011 and 50 

in 2012).  This event provides an opportunity to 
highlight the role of volunteers in our communities 
and to say thank you.  The Lions chefs again did a 
great job on the BBQ.  John Arkan’s samosas were 
a popular addition this year.  

Terry Booth, Joyce Mifsud, Byron Henry, 
Julie Potts, President Karen Sedgwick
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The club again assisted All Nations Community Cafe with their ongoing 
activities and helped with the Christmas meal for volunteers and those in need.
Curryfest is Woolgoolga’s flagship annual event. Curryfest 2014 was an 
outstanding success, in no small measure due to many months of hard work 
by our representative on the organising committee, Pamela Fayle.  Members 
also manned the busiest gate for the main day, and definitely knew they had 
been working by the end of their shifts!  [photos inner back cover] Attendees 

(413 of over 13,000 from far and near) were surveyed, and 
David Fayle analysed the results in a summary report on the 
event.  Respondents were almost unanimous in their delight 
at this exciting celebration of our unique multicultural 
heritage. Lead-up events included two Tastes of Woolgoolga 
nights at local restaurants, the Dhoom Dhmaal Dinner Dance, 
and the Spice it Up! competition/exhibition at the Art Gallery. 
Over 13,000 enjoyed wonderful weather for the main event 

(a nice change!), and the other events were also well patronised.
Rotary was represented at the 
Anzac Day march and ceremony.  
Three members also participated 
in a Charity Bowling Day to raise 
funds for CanDo, which supports 
cancer patients and their families.
The Heritage Walk, installed last year, continues to attract interest among 
visitors to Woolgoolga, and it proved necessary for us to print 5,000 more 
brochures, revised and improved, the cost of which was shared with the 
Lions Club and the Woolgoolga & Northern Beaches Chamber of Commerce.
To assist people disabled by brain injury, we funded the North Coast Brain 
Injury Rehabilitation Services to purchase four special iPads for clients.
A major project that the local community is working toward is a 
Multipurpose Centre for Woolgoolga and the Northern Beaches.  One 
important function of this building will be to replace the defunct youth 
centre.  President Karen has assisted with the early work, and the club 
thus takes particular pleasure in announcing a pledge for future funding 
of $20,000 to support a youth-related aspect of this venture.  The pledge is 
subject to periodic review of progress by future Boards.

National causes

Further afield, the club contributed to help 
the victims of bushfires in NSW, and donated 
to enable the purchase of hay for desperate 
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drought-stricken farmers in the Coonamble and Collarenebri areas of 
western NSW in areas that have missed out on the rains.
For every guest speaker, we make a donation to Australian Rotary Health; 
this year, we raised the donation to $50 per speaker.  Our Hat Day also 
supported Australian Rotary Health [photos inner front cover].  It is Australia’s 
largest non-government funding body of mental illness research.  Cancer 
and dementia research are also supported. It also provides rural nursing and 
rural medical scholarships, as well as research grants & PhD scholarships.
It is traditional for the partner of each year’s District Governor to have a 
fundraising project.  This year, Kerry Anderson had two projects to which 
we contributed, the first of which also involves Australian Rotary Health: 
(1)  “Butterfly Children” research.  Epidermolysis Bullosa is a rare genetic 
disease in which a severe skin disorder leaves a sufferer’s skin as fragile 
as a butterfly’s wing, with painful blistering. Australian Rotary Health has 
committed to leveraging a donation of $33,000 into a research grant of 
over $80,000 to be applied via DEBRA (www.debra.org.au).   
Her second project is ROMAC— Rotary Oceania Medical Aid for Children— 
which provides medical treatment for children from developing countries 
in the form of life-saving and/or dignity restoring surgery not accessible 
to them in their home country.  In a typical year, 40-50 major operations 
of great complexity are carried out in Australasia, often with surgeon and 
hospital donating their services.  

All Club members are supporters of MedicAlert, a personal emergency 
medical information and identification service established by Rotary in 
1971. Registered people (almost 300,000 Australians) wear a medical 
identification emblem attached to a bracelet, chain, bangle, necklet or 
sportsband that gives emergency first responders (eg ambulance) access 
to patient information.
We also made small donations to Woolgoolga Red Cross, and to the 
Mates4Mates organisation, that 
provides support to wounded, 
injured or ill current and ex-serving 
Australian Defence Force personnel 
and their families . 
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Enriching education for local youth

The club offers opportunities for local high school students across an 
abundant range of extracurricular programs available through or organised 
by Rotary.  Science and engineering based programs are prominent.  
For the fourth year running, local students were accepted into the Honeywell 
Engineering Summer School (HESS), a week long live-in program held in 
Sydney on 1-6 Dec, and restricted to 100 students from NSW and ACT.  In 
two of those years, 3 of the 100 were ours; this year Dylan Verhoef, Callon 
Roach and Joshua Partridge. The students visited 5 engineering universities, 

toured industry sites, and 
talked one-on-one with 
engineers at a careers 
expo.  HESS had a deep 
impact on all three, 
though in strikingly 
different ways.  All 

three were profoundly grateful for the experience and insight into future 
careers, and thanked the club and Woolgoolga High School for their shared 
sponsorship.
We also provided $100 to assist Guy Leckenby, a student at Coffs Harbour 
Senior College, selected as an ANU Tuckwell Scholar and the National Youth 
Science Forum’s delegate to attend the prestigious Stockholm International 
Youth Science Seminar in December in Sweden.
The annual Rotary Youth Driver Awareness (RYDA) day 
in August is a very important element of our education 
program for local youth.  Our fifth successful RYDA 
was attended by 79 Year 11 and Year 10 students from 
Woolgoolga High School on 15 Aug [photos inner back 
cover]. Crash survivor Mark Bettini again made the 
journey from Nambucca Heads to tell his story. The 
other modules covered safety aspects of vehicles; “Plan 
B” strategies for travelling safely even when things go 
wrong; a no-holds-barred word from the police; hazards, 
distractions and risks; and a practical demonstration of 
stopping times, with local rally driver Mark Beard driving.
An important focus for Rotary is leadership in the community, and a key 
element is fostering leadership skills among our youth.  The week-long 
Rotary Youth Leadership Award (RYLA) residential course can be life-
changing for those who participate, and this year we were delighted to 
provide Krystal Crotty such an experience at RYLA at Yarrahappini in 
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March/April.  RYLA’s focus is on developing leadership, 
good citizenship, self-confidence, dignity and self-respect.  
Young people discover ways to become a better role 
model; to deal with decisions on important personal, work 
and social issues; exchange ideas, opinions and plans with 
talented, energetic people, in a supportive atmosphere free 
from pressure and distraction; and develop close rapport 
with and insight into Rotary.

Public speaking skills provide lifelong benefits.  A record seven Woolgoolga 
High School students competed for the Rotary Public Speaking Contest 
club round, some familiar names among them: Maddison Sadler tackled 
the topic of Bush Survival, and drew the heartiest laughs with her quirky 
take. Joshua Partridge argued for regular skin inspection for students, 
to lower cancer risk. Zac Donald probed the 
positive and negative impacts of social media 
on teenagers, and Jackson Mower mentioned 
cyber-bullying in his campaign-style address.  
Elizabeth Noonan-Prentice argued for a lift in the 
minimum legal age for alcohol consumption to 
21. For something totally different, Chloe Sankey 
enlightened us about the rules of Quidditch, a game from Harry Potter’s 

wizard world, where contestants fly on broomsticks seeking 
the balls called snitch, quaffle and bludger. Jessie Gentle was 
adjudged the winner with her convincing proposition that 
NSW will win the next State of Origin rugby league series, the 
argument drawing on the 4-Way Test.  Jessie refined that talk 
for the next two rounds, at Dorrigo [photo] and Walcha, where 
she was edged out in a high-standard contest with speakers 
from all nine District Clusters.

For younger public speakers, we provided $100 towards the primary 
school Great Debate, held at Mullaway Primary School.
To assist Year 12 Woolgoolga High students about to leave school adapt 
more successfully to the challenges, our club was a major sponsor of 
Getting Out There Day (30 Aug, $1,200).  Many of the students helped at 
one auction, from which a further $750 donation was made to the school.  
Our Woolgoolga High contingent to the Model United Nations Assembly 
(MUNA) was comfortably the largest this year in Inverell: Zac Donald 
(Russia), Jade Bromell & Jasmine Adams (Germany), Bethany Atkins & Tyla 
Medcalf (France), Luke Williams & Jamie Durning (USA), Cheyenne Hart & 
Keelan Birch (Mexico), Emily Treuer & Saihaj Arkan (Spain).  (Luke and Zac 

Krystal Crotty (r) with 
Trish Baker
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were Cuba last year!)  
Frank Dean, teacher, 
drove them all in the 
bus.  Our team provided 
many of the memorable 
moments during a very entertaining MUNA. 
Zac (Russia) led a team to an armed coup, 

taking over the Assembly [photo; more on inner back cover]. The standard of 
costumes was exceptional. Jamie’s southern US returned war veteran rig, 
complete with specially purchased mobility scooter, deserves special mention.
We supported end-of year presentation ceremonies (or the equivalent) 
in six local schools (total of $1,200); schools are requested to couple 
the donation where possible to “blood, sweat and tears” type awards.  Rotary 
members attended all the ceremonies, including Corindi Public School this year.
Another club program for enriching the education of local youth is the Club 
Youth Scholarship scheme, first awarded during 2011.  This year we helped 
three needy students with funding towards essential school supplies.  

The Youth Exchange Program

Inbound Youth Exchange Program (YEP) student Silvia Rodríguez 
Muruzabal, from Pamplona in northern Spain, completed a wonderful year 
and returned home. [Photos at farewell with host families, Rotarians & friends].

Japanese YEP inbounder Yuta Tsuchiya, from Yuni, 
Hokkaido, arrived in April, and two days later went on 
the YEP safari for three weeks, and so has already seen more of Australia 
than many Australians have!  [Photo at first Rotary meeting.]

For the second time ever, we are sponsoring a student for the short-term 
YEP Australia-New Zealand Exchange, Bianca McNeill.  She is spending 
Term 2 in NZ with her host sister Rian Ferguson’s family, and the two will 
return to Bianca’s for Term 3 here.
Unusually this year, we have not had an outbounder on the main YEP 
program. Past inbounders visiting us this year were Stina Palm (2010-11) 
and Minami Kadowaki (2008-09).
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International Service
International service formed a major part of our efforts this year, and 
included helping people affected by disaster or war (Phillipines, the Middle 
East); assisting disadvantaged children (Vanuatu, Ethiopia, Nepal and 
Kenya); and providing opportunities for a students from an isolated part 
of Vanuatu to further their education through gap-bridging scholarships. 

We purchased a ShelterBox to assist people 
devastated by Super Typhoon Haiyan in 
the Phillipines, the strongest storm ever 
recorded there. (No box numbers were 
assigned for this location-specific effort.)  
We also donated enough for a ShelterBox 
to assist those disrupted by the traumatic 
Syrian situation (deployments in Syria itself, 

and for displaced Syrian refugees in neighbouring countries; this was 
ShelterBox’s first location-specific appeal).
For over a decade were have supplied the 
children of the remote island of Tanna, 
Vanuatu, with much needed educational 
resources.  These are supplied as “Kits 
for 10 Kids,” and each kit contains the 
items listed.
This year we have assembled a record 
60 kits, with the distribution between 
Tanna Island and Mau Mau School near 
Port Vila to be decided after their shipment to Port Vila in June based on 
an assessment of relative need.  The project was part-funded by a District 
Grant ($1,452), as well as a grant of $1,300 from the C.ex group, who also 
generously donate our meeting venues each year, as well as RYDA rooms 
and Volunteers BBQ venue. 
For underprivileged children in Nepal, we have supported two causes: 
our September auction plant and produce stall generated $579 for the 
orphanage in Kathmandu, Nepal, called the Social Development Centre  
[photo]. Almost $2,800 of support has previously 
gone to this orphanage directly through the club, as 
well as a large amount raised separately via a bush 
dance organised by Echah and others two years 
ago.  We also made a donation toward construction 
by the Children’s Welfare Organisation of Nepal 

What’s in a Kit for 10 Kids?

500 sheets of A4 paper, 10 sheets of A4 
cardboard, 10 pencils, 5 sharpeners, 5 
erasers, 20 crayons, felt pens or chalk 
sticks, 5 rulers, 5 pr scissors, 5 pots of 
glue, 50 paper clips, 10 bulldog clips, 
30 clothespegs, a hole-punch, string, 

storage bags
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of a school for children of the 
marginalised people of the 
remote Chepang hills.
The swap-party fundraiser and 
the proceeds of the Christmas 

stall raised $960 to assist the children from the former Ashley Haven 
orphanage in, Lalibela, Ethiopia, that we have helped in 
the past. 
We also made a small donation to support Mwadi Primary 
School [photo] near Kisumu, Kenya, though an organisation 
formed in our local area, Supporting Schools in Kenya.
We have funded 2½ Maiak (NiVan) Scholarships to help Vanuatu students 
bridge the gap in level between the education on Tanna and that needed for 
tertiary studies (RAWCS Project Tafea).  Denny Iaruel (l) is studying Arts 
with the aim of undertaking a Bachelor of Education, while her brother 

Noah Iaruel (r) is doing science prior 
to a Bachelor of Software Engineering 
degree. Both are studying at the 
University of the South Pacific Emalus 
Campus in Port Vila.  Our third student 
(Ms) Mancy Kohea wants to become a 
secondary school teacher; she has 
not yet left Tanna.  Of the students 
sponsored by D9650 clubs in the past, 

three are expected to graduate in 2016 and join the work force in 2017.   
We also donated books & magazines to Ranfurly Library, to go to 
disadvantaged Pacific Island communities.
At District level, member Rob White continued his work for Project Tafea, 
Tanna, Vanuatu through RAWCS (Rotary Australia World Community 
Service) until retiring from active service. Apart from Kits for Kids, this 
included the organisation of work teams for Vanuatu (including all their 
logistic arrangements, insurance etc), and collection and transport of 
donated goods to the Donations-in-Kind storehouse in Wauchope for 
eventual transport overseas:
•	 two construction teams to Port Resolution School on the eastern side 

of Tanna, which helped build the assembly hall, library and kitchen
•	 one team to work on the school centre, Lenakel, in Tanna
•	 a container of second-hand sports clothing, medical equipment 	
	 and books for Vanuatu

House-building work done in the area by CWON previously



15

This year we were pleased to be able increase our annual donation to 
The Rotary Foundation, via which the club plays a small part in Rotary’s 
magnificent work world-wide.  Foundation grants empower Rotarians 
around the world (including our club) to approach challenges such as 
poverty, illiteracy, and malnutrition with sustainable solutions that leave a 
lasting impact.  Rotary is a key player in the quest to rid the world of polio, 
now close to complete.  The Foundation’s focus is on six areas: promoting 
peace, fighting disease, providing clean water, saving mothers and children, 
supporting education, and growing local economies.  

New members
New members are the lifeblood of a club, and we 
welcomed both former Griffith East Rotarian Allan 
Casey and Leslie Casey, who are making outstanding 
contributions to the club.  Leslie is the incoming 
Treasurer, and President-nominee for 2015-16.  As 
mentioned in last year’s report, Thea Eves joined at 
our previous Changeover; she continues to contribute 
strongly.  Thea is quite possibly the only Rotarian ever to be inducted in 
tiara and sneakers (photo inner front cover)!  Greg Williams also joined for a 
short time; Greg and partner Heather Messer remain long-time supporters 
of the YEP program.  Garry Kennedy and Kirpal Husna also resigned during 
the year; we hope to see all three back in the club in due course.

Recognition of club and personal achievement
The Club’s achievements during the previous year 
were honoured by a Presidential Citation for the Club 
from Rotary International President Sakuji Tanaka, 
presented to the then outgoing President Pamela 
Fayle by District Governor elect Rob Anderson.
Also at last year’s Changeover, a Paul Harris Fellow 

Award was made to a non-Rotarian with an outstanding track record of 
more than 60 years’ contribution to the local 
community, including initiating and assisting 
with the Woolgoolga Heritage Walk: Don 
Clinch.  Member Norm Michener also received 
this award, in recognition of his exceptional 
contribution to Rotary. 
Rotarian of the Year 2012-2013 went to Dick 
Matthews for his continuing contributions to Paul Harris Fellows 

Norm Michener and Don Clinch
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the Club, especially in his key role as Auctions Director.

Club stalwarts Sel and Ila Rogers were made 
Honorary Members.  They again assembled the Kits 
for Kids, and continue to assist at the auctions and 
RYDA.

Rob White retired mid-year after 11 years of devoted service, assisted 
by Edith. Of particular note is his contribution to international work, 
particularly in Tanna, Vanuatu, through RAWCS (Rotary Australia World 
Community Service), recognised by a Paul Harris Fellow and Sapphire Pin 
– both awards having been made by District 9650.  Rob accepted the offer 
of Honorary Membership in retirement and has continued to contribute 
effort to RAWCS, Kits for Kids, and metal recycling.
The club won the District Dal Fayle trophy for best annual 
report for the fourth year running.

Continuous improvement in the club
In our continuing efforts to remain vibrant, relevant and attractive, we 
trialled and adopted a new meeting schedule:
-   first Saturday of the month:  Rotary auction in lieu of first Monday meeting
-  second Monday of the month:  meeting
-  third Monday of the month:  only a Board meeting
-  fourth Monday of the month: meeting, usually partners night
-  fifth Monday of a month:  social event, outing, vocational visit or assembly

We continued our program of interesting speakers, with 20 guest speakers, 
7 public speaking contestants, and 5 club speakers.  A number of the 
students who experienced Rotary programs came back to tell us of their 
experiences: 9 MUNA participants, Silvia Rodríguez (YEP), our 3 Honeywell 
Engineering Summer School attendees, and Krystal Crotty (RYLA). Other 
guests’ topics were diverse and fascinating: for example, the wonders of 
the universe, the Australian legal system, the effect of food additives and 
components on behaviour and learning, multifocal lenses, hearing, stroke, 
cancer, mental health, the International Fleet Review, assisting remote 
Nepal, New Zealand’s South Island, ski areas in 
Europe, Future Vets Kids Camp, and amazing uses 
for near infra-red.

Stan Jackson, who back in 1987-88 was responsible 
for fostering and developing a Rotary Club in 
Woolgoolga, was back to visit us (with his clubmate, 



17

our District Governor Rob Anderson).  Stan is shown at right holding the 
club Charter, symbolising the success of his efforts, with President Karen.  
Two club assemblies discussed, in October, priorities for the club; and in 
May, the club’s Three-year Plan, and issues concerning the monthly auction, 
our major fundraiser, including our obligation to tag all electrical items, 
and our ongoing ability to collect large or heavy donated goods during 
the month.  Among the 11 items for attention identified in October, these 
three priority items were identified: (1) interaction with the community 
is important, including joint works and projects involving others in the 
community;  (2) identification of a possible major project to focus the club; 
something of benefit to the local community (community garden? some 
aspect of the Multipurpose Centre?);  (3) ensuring that each member is in 
some way involved in the club and doing something they are interested in.

Participation and social events 
A major factor in Rotary prospering worldwide is the reward of fun and 
fellowship it provides members.  Social events are an important part of our 
year [more photos inner front cover].
A popular and thoroughly delightful Melbourne Cup eve event was hosted 
by members Glenda and Garry Kennedy at their home.

The well-attended and enjoyable Christmas Party at Kafe Kookaburra, 
Nana Glen, was preceded by an interesting visit to the nearby Two Tails 
Winery, where we sampled a range of wines, including unusual varieties 
such as Charvill Blanc and Villard Blanc.
Latecomers missed out on a place at a fun social evening at the Rustic 
Table that included a trivia contest; while our first “fifth Monday” under 
the new scheme was a pleasant evening at Seaview Tavern.  Our second 
“fifth Monday” was on Wednesday: part of the Curryfest Moroccan Night at 
the new Rustic Mezedes restaurant in Market Street. 
Our party helped bring the numbers to 67, and the 
food, company and ambience were terrific. This was 
the second of the Tastes of Woolgoolga Curryfest 
events leading up to the main day.
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Last year’s Changeover, held on 17 Jun 2012 at Seaview Tavern, was enjoyed 
by visitors and members alike. 

Three members participated in 
the CanDo charity bowls day.
The Club team rowed valiantly 
in the Dragon Boat regatta in 
September at Mylestom; the team 
included 6 members, 3 partners and 

YEP student Rachel Hall, with President Karen sidelined with a rowing injury.
Vital to our fundraising is the ongoing work in collecting donated goods 
to auction, organising them, and disposing of rubbish – the latter a vastly 
reduced problem since the fence around the auction shed was constructed. 
Substantial improvements are planned for the auction shed area, including 
an extension of the southern verandah and a new covered area to the north.  
A new access gate was added to the fence, and broken translucent panels of 
the auction shed roof were replaced by clear ones.
Major cleaning out and reorganisation of the Rotary shed was undertaken.  
The fence erected in the previous year has also allowed the storage of many 
large and heavy items on the verandah.  The fence has also vastly reduced 
the volume of rubbish that we have to dispose of.
The auction shed and grounds belong to the CWA, and the Deed of Licence  
that allows the shed and auctions is soon due for renewal. A new Deed of 
Licence is close to complete at the time of writing.  
Goodwill toward Rotary in the community, and donations of goods for 
the auction, are continuing to build noticeably as the extent of the club’s 
contribution to the community becomes ever more widely known. 

Communication and public relations
We produce a 2-page bulletin prior to our regular meetings, the Woopi 
Whisper.  We also revamped the Club website www.woolgoolgarotaryclub.
org.au during the year; all the Woopi Whisper issues from recent years are 
available on the site.
In addition to the club website, we also maintained and updated the 
Woolgoolga Heritage Walk website www.woolgoolgaheritagewalk.org, and 
added numerous personal recollections and stories. 
Our media coverage was again exceptionally good in the local Woolgoolga 
Advertiser, who carried 27 of the 29 articles mentioning Rotary in the 
local press; 23 of the 29 articles included colour photos. Notable among 
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them were large spreads on the helicopter golf-ball drop, on RYDA, and 
on Rotary’s role in founding the Seniors Centre.  The Media coverage 
also included four segments on local ABC radio and one on FM 106.3. In 
addition, there were paid advertisements for each auction, for the Seniors 
Centre 10th anniversary pages, and for Bowelscan.  There was also coverage 
of many of our press releases on the Coffs Coast Advocate website.
22 Jun 13	 Time to do the walk of life at Woopi (Heritage Walk, colour photo)
29 Jun 13	 Rotary changes (new Board, 2 colour photos)
13 Jul 13	 Rotary’s auction win (colour photo)
17 Aug 13	 Rotary set out upcoming goals
24 Aug 13	 9 colour photos of RYDA on two pages, with mention of Rotary
31 Aug 13	 Speaking contest goes onto fascinating topics (colour photo)
21 Sep 13	 (Community Comment) Auction a success (Golf Ball Drop/Public speaking/RYDA/GOTD)
Oct 13	 [Focus 7, p6] Inaugural golf ball drop for Woolgoolga (colour photo)
12 Oct 13	 Golf balls to be falling from sky to earn cash (colour photo with page 1 promo)
18 Oct 13	 [ABC local FM] Helicopter golf ball drop: Karen Sedgwick interview with Fiona Poole
18 Oct 13	 [ABC local AM] Helicopter golf ball drop: Karen Sedgwick interview with Cameron 	
	 Marshall
26 Oct 13	 Balls drop from sky to aid Rotary (Community Comment; colour photo)
26 Oct 13	 Rotary takes fun to new height (4 colour photos full page with page 1 promo)
16 Nov 13	 A win for Lions at Rotary golf day
23 Nov 13	 A wonderful year to celebrate milestones (colour photo of 125th anniversary 	
	 parade)
30 Nov 13	 Troops fed and thanked (volunteers BBQ, colour photo)
7 Dec 13	 Saying thanks to local volunteers  (volunteers BBQ, colour photo)
7 Dec 13	 Woolgoolga icons buoyed by restoration (contribution to restoration of buoys, 	
	 colour photos)
14 Dec 13	 Reward for pride; Rotary is hunting for remarkable local worker (colour photo)
4 Jan 14	 2013 Year in Review, October: golf ball drop mentioned
1 Feb 14	 Grab a bargain at Rotary Club auction
8 Feb 14	 A real work of art (Art of Work/ Pride in Work; colour photo)
15 Feb 14	 Trio recognised for a local job well done (Pride in Work, colour photo)
22 Feb 14	 First auction a great success (Community Comment)
27 Mar 14 	 [ABC local FM] Rod Mackenzie live interview with Michael Spooner (fish auction)
29 Mar 14	 [FM 106.3 Coffs Harbour] mentioned fish auction
29 Mar 14	 [CC Advocate] Hold your breath, we’re freakin’ spearfishing (colour photo; fish 	
	 auction)
29 Mar 14	 Divers aim for gold: top spearfishing teams descend on Woolgoolga (col.photo)
5 Apr 14	 Fish auction a success (colour photo and front page teaser with colour photo)
12 Apr 14	 Community gets behind Rotary (Community Comment; colour photo)
26 Apr 14	 Rotary launches its Bowelscan drive (colour photo)
26 Apr 14	 Rotary’s role in founding centre (four colour photos & specially designed ad/ 	
	 Seniors Centre)
24 May 14	 Community support up a notch for Rotary in May (colour photo of MUNA)
31 May 14	 Auction is only part of the fun 
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Involvement in the wider Rotary family
Incoming President Patty attended the Presidents-elect training seminar 
(PETS) in Armidale, and along with incoming Secretary Mary and Treasurer 
Leslie, attended the District Assembly in Port Macquarie.  Other District 
events attended by members included the District Conference and MUNA.
The Annual Report serves as a timely reminder of how much can be 
achieved by a small number of committed Rotarians following the Rotary 
motto, Service Above Self. Later in this report is a review of 26 years of 
service by this club.

Thank you to members and partners
The most difficult part of the annual report to write is a section thanking 
members and partners – nearly impossible to do, in such an active club, 
without missing people and contributions.  As in the past few years, almost 
every member and partner made some significant contribution during the 
year, and in many cases, multiple contributions, or contributions requiring 
extraordinary commitment.  Service and fundraising activities, organising 
social events, administration and communication in many cases require 
members and partners to place “service above self.”  Singling people out is 
arbitrary and will inevitably cause injustices.  Despite that, this year these 
members deserve special mention above and beyond Director, Board and 
other work at auctions and club events.  (Apologies go to those omitted.)
Terry Booth: ongoing work towards major improvements at the auction shed, 

renewal of Deed of Licence; auction pick-ups;  and organising Pride of Work
Dick Matthews:  organising and running monthly auctions; auction pick-ups
Pamela Fayle:  key member of Curryfest organising committee; Art of Work; 

helping organise Public Speaking
Karen Sedgwick:  organising and running helicopter golf ball drop
Rod Mackenzie:  organising and running fish auction;  Sergeant
David Fayle:  organising and running RYDA; compiling Annual Report & 	
	 Woopi Whispers
David Edwards:  organising and running Bowelscan
Glenda Kennedy:  organising and running the Swap-party and Melbourne Cup Eve
Norm Michener:  organising and helping run the Volunteers BBQ; auction pick-ups
John Arkan:  the lion’s share of auctioneering (monthly auctions and fish auction)
Allan Casey and Garry Kennedy:  photography
Peter Lacy:  recruiting program participants from Woolgoolga High School 
All of our Board members
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Donations 2013–2014
Kits for 10 Kids project (Vanuatu) [majority-funded by District and C.ex grants] $3,093
ShelterBox (Super Typhoon Haiyan, Phillipines) $1,000
Shelterbox (2 donations) for refugees from Syria $1,000
RAWCS:  Maiak scholarships (2½) for students from Tanna, Vanuatu $1,562
Donation toward construction of Nepal school (via Children’s Welfare
 	 Organisation of Nepal)

$500

Supporting Schools in Kenya (via Amanda Hill) $200
Children from former Ashley Haven Orphanage in Lalibela, northern Ethiopia
 	 (Xmas stall)

$260

Children from former Ashley Haven Orphanage in Ethiopia (direct donation
 	  from swap-meet)

$710

Social Development Centre Orphanage, Kathmandu, Nepal (plant stall) $579
District Governor’s partner’s projects: Butterfly children research & 
	 ROMAC (Rotary Oceania Medical Aid for Children) }$800
Australian Rotary Health $1,000
North Coast Brain Injury Rehabilitation Services: 4 iPads for clients $1,756
Emergency fodder supply to Coonamble & Collarenabri farmers $500
Rotary fund to assist victims of the devastating NSW bushfires $500
Woolgoolga Red Cross $250
MedicAlert $100
Mates4Mates organisation $100
Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) (1 attendee) $925
Honeywell Engineering Summer School (3 attendees) $1,420
Stockholm International Youth Science Seminar (assisting 1 attendee) $100
Model United Nations Assembly (MUNA) teams (6 teams and bus hire) $1,745
Getting Out There Day $1,200
Rotary Youth Driver Awareness day $1,358
Club Scholarships (3 recipients) $600
Primary school Great Debate (Mullaway Public School) $100
Woolgoolga High School (end-of-year presentation) $200
Woolgoolga Public School  (end-of-year presentation) $200
Mullaway Public School (end-of-year presentation) $200
Corindi Public School  (end-of-year presentation) $200
Sandy Beach Public School  (end-of-year presentation) $200
St Francis Xavier Primary School $200
All Nations Church Community Cafe and Christmas Party $500
Woolgoolga Art Group, for Art of Work exhibition $154
Woolgoolga Art Group, for Lillipilli Art & Craft Exhibition in Sep 2014 $300
Curryfest – contribution to cover debt (Woolgoolga & NB Chamber of Commerce) $1,500
Heritage Walk brochures (5000) $231
The Rotary Foundation, Annual Programs Fund $1,250
Subtotal $25,693
Donations to auction helper groups $8,250
TOTAL $33,943
Pledge for proposed Multipurpose Centre for Woolgoolga & Northern Beaches $20,000
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Grateful thanks to 
The C.ex Group for a $1,100 grant as a donation of C.ex Woolgoolga rooms for 2014 
meetings, as well as the venues for 2013 meetings, 2013 RYDA and the outdoor venue 
for the 2013 Volunteers BBQ.
The C.ex Group for a $1,300 grant for Kits for Kids.
Geoff & Irene Rogers, Woolgoolga Newsagency and Group Newsagency Supplies, for 
supplying the contents for Kits for 10 Kids at a discount, and selling Yeates books at zero margin.
Kue Hall and Craig Hoggett, The Advertiser, for excellent media coverage.
CWA Woolgoolga.
Lions Club of Woolgoolga, partners in running the celebration barbeque for Volunteers; 

and help with disposal of auction rubbish.
The Woolgoolga Returned Services Golf Club, Safety Beach, and professional Terry Perfrement.
Coffs Harbour Bluewater Freedivers for the fish auction.
Woolgoolga High School and its students.
Daryl Jarvis, pump and metal dismantling and recycling.
Tom Pieper, Footprint Electrical, Moonee Beach for ongoing maintenance (no charge) 

at the Rotary Bus Shelter.
Sarah Barker for building and maintaining Woolgoolga Heritage Walk website.
Connecting Up, Adobe Systems and Microsoft for previous-year donations assisting 	
	 the purchase of important software for the Rotary Club of Woolgoolga.
All the kind people donating goods for auctions.
All auction helpers for their help on the day.  Robert Crotty for auction pick-ups.
Helen Young and Woolgoolga High students for helping frequently at auctions.
Merv Richardson; and Paul Froome (RC Wauchope) for helping with fish auction.
Peter & Sarah Gallagher, Coffs Coast Collision Centre, for the loan of a utility for auction weekends.
Two Tails Winery, Nana Glen.
Corindi Connections, Corindi Community Group.
Frank Dean, for MUNA, including as driver of team bus.
Raffle prize and other donors.
All family members and Friends of Rotary who helped throughout the year at auctions, 
RYDA, fish auction, Bowelscan, Curryfest, art gallery launches and other events. 
RYDA: Mike Blewitt Ford, for the loan of a vehicle for RYDA day.

Ian Cook
Megan Hart
Jennifer Williams
Mark Bettini
Wayne Sadlier
Mark Beard
Rodney Watson
RYDA Australia Ltd
Woolgoolga Shed

Senior Constable Bernadette Snow
Sue Ridden, Aware Driving
Greg Taylor, GMT Driving School
Ian Davis, Grafton Community Health
Scotty Waite, North Coast Heavy Towing
Woolgoolga Sports Council
Woolgoolga Seniors Centre
Craig Margette & Coffs City Council
Ryan’s Bus Service

Latasha Helliwell, North Coast Brain Injury Rehabilitation Services.
Cherry Miller, Valleys to Plateau Community Support.
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26 YEARS OF SERVICE IN 2014
The Rotary Club of Woolgoolga held its Charter dinner on 21 June 1988 at 
the Woolgoolga Bowling Club. A provisional club had been started earlier 
that year, under the guidance of the Rotary Club of Coffs Harbour. Charter 
President was Ian Hickey, and two of those charter members remained 
members 26 years later, in mid-2014: active member Rod Mackenzie and 
honorary member Ian Fitzgerald. An overview of 26 years of service follows. 

Woolgoolga facilities for senior citizens
Woolgoolga Seniors Centre resulted from a project initiated, 
run and completed by the Club in 5 years (1999-2004) with 
project management, labour and a direct contribution of over 
$100,000 to the $420,000 Centre. The Seniors Centre celebrated 
its 10th anniversary this year, on 3 May. 

Separately, over 
$95,000 went 
to help build 
the Woolgoolga 
R e t i r e m e n t 
Hostel (now 
W o o l g o o l g a 
R e t i r e m e n t 
Village), mainly 
in 1988-1992.

Other contributions to local community and to youth
Monthly auctions of donated goods since 4 Nov 1989 have raised 
approximately $566,000. Apart from raising funds, the auction provides an 
important resource for local needy and those setting up households, as well 
as recycling goods. Other volunteer organisations assist with the auctions and 
receive a share of the proceeds.  The action happens at the auction shed [photos 
p5], which replaced the earlier shed [left], destroyed by fire. 

 

Annual dinner auctions (1989-2002) raised over $250,000 and were a 
highlight for both the club and the local community [photos centre]. Annual 
fish auctions have often added significantly [right; also inner back cover].  Many 
other ways of raising funds have been used.  Recent examples include the 
helicopter golf ball drop [p5], a bush dance for the Heritage Walk, an Africa 

Seniors Centre under construction c2003; at official open-
ing, 3 May 2004: Luke Hartsuyker MP, Dick Matthews, Dis-
trict 9650 Governor John Burkey & Deputy Prime Minister 

John Anderson; far r: complete (2009)

Retirement Village:
 turning the first sod: 

Barry Harris, John 
Kramer, and local MP
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night, raffles, souvenir curry powder packs, and the Yeates reprint [see p6].
Using these funds, the Club’s projects have included major contributions 
toward construction of Yeates Hall at Woolgoolga Public School, a toddlers’ 
leisure pool (photo) at Woolgoolga Swimming Pool, the netball courts, High 
St. sporting fields, basketball court and clubhouse, skateboard facility, 
shade sail at the Out of School Hours Centre (in partnership with Lions), and 
the former St Vincent de Paul Residence. Examples of other local projects 
include a bus shelter for long-distance coaches (photo: refurbished 2012); 62 

local projects in 2000 under the “Work 
for the Dole” Program; equipment and 
outdoor covered table at Woolgoolga 
Art Gallery; and a sensory garden at 
Rainbow Cottage Preschool. 

The club’s 25th anniversary in 2013 was a notable year, in which we achieved 
the Heritage Walk (a community project), Woolgoolga’s 125th Anniversary 
Parade, and the Fourth Edition of Yeates’ Woolgoolga: the History of a Village.

Support to many local organisations, 
estimated at over $803,000 total, 
has included six Rural Fire Service 
Brigades; Corindi Woolgoolga SES; 
Marine Rescue Organisation; Surf 
Lifesaving, Scout and Guide Groups; 
schools and school P&Cs, sporting 
groups, preschools, Rock Eisteddfod, 
Woolgoolga Youth Initiative, Hope 
for the Children, Woolgoolga Dance 
Studio, Youth-in-Search, Northern 

Beaches Care, All Nations Community Cafe, and until 2004 
the former Red Cross Blood Bank. The photo shows YEP 
inbounder Peter Hjelmqvist (1992-93) giving blood.
Bowelscan, a screening program for bowel cancer that saves 
lives, has remained an important priority since undertaking 
it 24 years ago. We support Australian Rotary Health via a 
$50 donation for each guest speaker.
Pride in Work (formerly Pride of Workmanship) Awards 
have been made since 1992. The club also established the 
Woolgoolga Ladies’ Probus Club, and founded an Interact 
Club at Woolgoolga High School (1988-2003).
In more recent times, the club’s focus has shifted further 
toward local youth. A high-priority annual commitment 
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since 2009 is the Rotary Youth Driver 
Awareness (RYDA) day for Year 11 
students (photos 2011, 2010). The club 
also initiated Getting Out There Day 
for Year 12 students in 1998, and 
continues to help fund this. Small scholarships were developed to assist students 
to attend a course or program that will enhance their opportunity to achieve and 
contribute to their community, especially in leadership or management. 

Other youth and leadership programs have 
included RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership 
Awards), RYPEN (Rotary Youth Program of 
Enrichment), Model United Nations Assembly 
(the club hosted MUNA in 2010 & 2011), 
public speaking competition, Rotary Youth 
in Agriculture, The Science Experience, 
Honeywell Engineering Summer School, and 
National Youth Science Forum. Blood, Sweat & 
Tears Awards for local schools started in 1989.

International service
This summary has so far focused on the club’s contribution to the 
Woolgoolga area, but equally strong is the club’s international track record, 
including Rotary Australia World Community Services (RAWCS) activities 
in Papua New Guinea, the Solomon Islands & Vanuatu. 

For the past decade, we have provided stationery resources to Vanuatu 
children via “Kits for Kids.” (The contents of a kit are listed in the box, p13).
Members on Rotary Friendship Exchange have visited France, USA, 
Scotland, Denmark and South Africa, and overseas groups have visited 
Woolgoolga. 
Monetary support for PolioPlus, Rotary’s flagship campaign, was 
supplemented by a vaccination visit to Hyderabad, India.
Disaster relief (including ShelterBoxes and an Aquabox) and orphanages 
(Nepal & Ethiopia) are other examples of international causes supported.

MUNA 2010: delegates listen to Ambas-
sador to the U.N. Gary Quinlan’s open-

ing address, Woolgoolga High School

Fourth Avenue In Motion (FAIM) work in Bulolo, Papua New Guinea, 1991; local helpers learn 
on the job, Project Tafea, Tanna, Vanuatu, 2005; Gareth Owen, 2012, and his custom storm shutters, Tanna
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Very active in the Rotary Youth Exchange Program (YEP), the club has 
hosted 23 inbound students from 15 countries, while 24 local outbound 
students have gone to 14 countries across the world. The club usually 
offers a scuba diving course annually to District YEP students. 

Youth Exchange Program Inbounders
Year

1989-90
1990-91
1991-92
1992-93
1994
1995-96
1998
1999-00
2000-01
2001-02
2002-03
2003-04
2004-05
2004-05
2005-06
2006-07
2007-08
2008-09
2009-10
2010-11
2011-12
2012-13
2014-15

  Student, �Sponsor Club, District, Country
Keiichi Tamanoi, Sapporo North, D251, Japan
Gesine Teusen, Aurich, D185, Germany
Kelly Mathes, Ontonagon/White Springs, D622, Michigan, USA
Peter Hjelmqvist, Ljungby-Kungshogen, D2400, Sweden
Fernando Brandao Coelho Vieira, Santos Dumont, D4580, Brazil
Reiko Asami, Sagamihara Naka, D2780, Japan
Ramiro Ignacio Gonzalez Casco, Gonnet, Gonnet-La Plata, D4910, Argentina
Stefany Roser, Wissembourg, D1680, France
Beatrix (Betty) Munz Lagunes, Huatusco, D4190, Mexico
Constanze (Connie) Sauer, Ulm, D1930, Germany
Jacob Thane, Dianalund-Stenlille-Holberg,D1480, Denmark
Kristina Kiener, Uster, D2000, Switzerland
Trevor Bills, Vermillion, D5370, Canada
Julia Michaux, Namur-Confluent, D2170, Belgium
Sinan Turunz, Altunizade, D2420, Turkey
Cassandra (Cassie) Ines Alverez Cazarin, Boca Del Rio, Coasta De Oro, D4190, Mexico
Johanna (Hanni) Hafellner, Leoben, D1910, Austria
Minami Kadowaki, Sapporo Kita (North), D 2510, Japan
Laura Hohrein, Mainz 50 Nord, D 1860, Germany
Stina Katharina Palm, Ljungskile, D2360, Sweden
Elisabeth de Halleux, Tournai, D1620, Belgium
Silvia Rodríguez Muruzabal, Pamplona, D2202, Spain
Yuta Tsuchiya, Yuni, Hokkaido, D2510 Japan
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Youth Exchange Program Outbounders
Year
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1998
1999
2000
2000
2000
2002
2003
2003
2004
2005
2006
2009
2009
2010
2010
2011
2012
2012

Student, Host Club, District, Country
Danielle Canakis, Coimbatiore, D320, India
Damon Shorter, Achim, D1850, Germany
Jarrod Blewitt, Skagen, D1440, Denmark
Kate Booth, Namur, D2170, Belgium
Nicole (Nikki) Canham, Chitose, D2510, Japan
Kirstine Lumb, Los Hornos, D4910, Argentina
Melina Tsembis, Bayrampasa, D2420, Turkey
Alison Unwin, Conselhiero Lafaiete, D4580, MG, Brazil
Gavan Mackenzie, Antony-Hutte, D1870, Germany
Libby Tsembis, Nakhon Si Thommarat, D3350, Thailand
Joanna Smede, Selestat+Selestat Centre, D1680, France
Lauren Beverly-Jones, Alem Paraiba, D4580, Brazil
Jacqui Lumb, Zurich-Dietikon, D2000, Switzerland
Laura Unwin, Stockholm-Bromma, D2350, Stockholm, Sweden
Sian Duryea, Namur Confluent, D2170, Belgium
Sara Maniatis, Bruxelles Altitude, D2170, Belgium
Riley Dayhew, Boca del Rio, Coasta de Oro, D4190, Mexico
Jessica Janet Portsmouth, Bad Oeynhausen-Minden, D1900, Germany
Ryan Charles Williams, Orizaba Siglo XXI, D4190, Mexico
Brianna Jade Keys, Ålesund, D2280, Norway
Thomas James Podbury, Alingsås, D2360, Sweden
Jaimie Mitchell Hunt, De Sao Caetano Do Sul - Olimpico, D4420, São Paulo, Brazil
Paul Harrison, Concepcion D4835, Argentina
Rachel Hall, Fåborg, D1460, Denmark

 

Silvia Yuta



28

Kate Bleasdale (Plimmerton 
NZ D9940) & our Meg Booth; 

short-term exchange 1998

1988-90 Ian Hickey
1989-90 Errol O’Brien
1990-91 Leo Goodfellow
1991-92 David Shorter
1992-93 David Featherstone
1993-94 Paul Canakis
1994-95 Bill Seyner
1995-96 Des Saunders
1996-97 Errol O’Brien

1997-98 Geoff Rogers
1998-99 John Ottaway
1999-00 Selwyn Rogers
2000-01 Terry Booth
2001-02 Rod Mackenzie
2002-03 Keith Minhinnett
2003-04 Dick Matthews
2004-05 Brian Armstrong
2005-06 John Martin

2006-07 Ian Fitzgerald
2007-08 Charles Phipps
2008-09 Peter Lacy
2009-10 Geoff Royal
2010-11 David Fayle
2011-12 Norm Michener
2012-13 Pamela Fayle

1989 Charles Phipps (Rose Bay)
1993 John Kramer
1994 Errol O’Brien
1996 Bill Seyner
1997 Ian Fitzgerald
1998 Stan Alder
1998 Paul Canakis
1999 John Ottaway
2000 David Shorter
2000 Leo Goodfellow
2001 Des Saunders

2002 Ian Hayes
2004 Keith Messer
2005 Val O’Brien
2005 Sel Rogers
2006 Ila Rogers
2007 Dick Matthews
2007 Rob White (District 9650)
2008 Brian Armstrong
2009 Keith Minhinnett
2009 Elizabeth Phipps
2010 Geoff Royal

2010 Dick Matthews (sapphire)
2010 Sel Rogers (sapphire)
2010 Rob White (sapphire D9650)
2011 Frank Dean
2011 Pamela Fayle
2012 Rod Mackenzie
2012 Terry Booth
2012 David Fayle
2013 Don Clinch
2013 Norm Michener

PAST CLUB PRESIDENTS

PAUL HARRIS FELLOWS



Helicopter golf ball drop

A year of fun

Pride in Work /Art of Work

Fish auction

Rotary Youth Driver Awareness day (RYDA)

Model United 
Nations Assembly 

(MUNA)

(clockwise) Pride in Work awardees 
Joyce Mifsud, Byron Henry & Julie 
Potts with Art Gallery President Di 
Collins & Pam Fayle; winning pain-
ting by Ann Jennings; Pam Fayle & 
her 2nd place entry; Marie Matthews’ 
highly commended 3; spectators included Sally 
Lacy & President Karen; Paul Hunt; Terry Booth

Merv Richardson (c) 
& Paul Froome, Wau-
chope Rotary (above) 
assist club members

Curryfest



   2013-2014 theme   2014-2015 theme

The Four-Way Test 
Of the things we think, say or do: 

1.	 Is it the TRUTH?

2.	 Is it FAIR to all concerned?

3.	 Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?

4.	 Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

The Object of Rotary 
The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as 
a basis of worthy enterprise and, in particular, to encourage and foster: 

•	 FIRST.  The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service; 

•	 SECOND. High ethical standards in business and professions, the 
recognition of the worthiness of all useful occupations, and the 
dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve 
society; 

•	 THIRD.  The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian’s 
personal, business, and community life; 

•	 FOURTH.  The advancement of international understanding, 
goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of business and 
professional persons united in the ideal of service. 

The Rotary Motto:  Service above self

Rotary Club of Woolgoolga

Annual Report 2013-2014

and

Changeover Dinner Program

Club President Karen Sedgwick

District Governor Rob Anderson

Rotary International President  Ron D Burton
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