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TONIGHT— (8 Dec) ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM) /

And “ Guess who’s coming to dinner”.

Tonight is our Annual General Meeting, with a bit of fun to go along with it. The main
task of the AGM is to put in place a Board for President-elect Leslie Casey for 2015-2016.
Please think about what role you would like to play next Rotary year, either on or outside the
Board of Directors.

After the business is done we are playing “Guess who’s coming to dinner”. Each member
will be given a minute or two to say who from history (or today) they would like to meet
(why, & what would they talk about). If you wish to have a photo on screen while you talk,
then let Pam know who your person is before the meeting.

DR WHO? (24 Nov) CRITICAL QUESTIONS FOR OUR LOCAL FUTURE

We live in very special part of the world, and it is easy to be complacent. But is it sustaina-
ble for our future generations? Are we doing enough for vital parts of our fragile coastal
environment? Can we manage our steadily ageing population and workforce? Are we build-
ing a workforce matched to local needs and backed by proper training and education, and
providing opportunities for employment and building local skills?

These critical questions for the sustainability of our local community into the future emerged
from our “Dr Who?” evening, where three prominent doctors turned their minds to the key
issues. In each case, the need for the political will to make the hard, long-term planning de-
cisions was highlighted.

Two of the speakers, Drs. Sue Kehrer and John Kramer, highlighted the difficulty of
building local capacity in the health sector, including recruiting and retaining people with the
expertise that we need. Dr Kramer pointed to our ageing workforce, with reduced capacity
to service the demands of an ageing population. But problems need solutions, and both
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of trying to build these skills here
(in pathology and general practice
respectively).

Dr Steve Smith (National Marine
Science Centre) focused on sus-
taining our coastal environment,
and particularly our fragile estuar- ps
ies, in the face of the relentless -
invasion of discarded plastics. He
pointed out that plastics never bio-
degrade, but disintegrate into ever
smaller fragments, that themselves ™
generate  huge  environmental
problems. “Think globally and act
locally” was his challenge.

Population growth pressure in coastal areas continues to threaten our estuaries, and Dr Smith
highlighted the problems of creekside vegetation clearing, urbanisation and agriculture in
catchment areas, and pollutants and sediment run-off. We need healthy estuaries to filter pol-
lutants and protect our seas, and to protect our coasts from storms; 70% of commercially and
recreationally important fish species need estuaries during their life-cycle to survive.

speakers have a great track record r—

STATS AT A GLANCE
Visiting Rotarians: none

Guests: Dr Sue Kehrer, Dr
Steve Smith, Dr John Kra-
mer, Gwen McNamara,
Scott Rodham, Dick and
Barbara Cooper, Peter and
Diana Davey, Bob Watson,
Geoff Huggins, Hon. Mem-
bers Sel and Ila Rogers,
partners Sally, Marie, Col,
Bronwyn, Marlies

YEP: Yuta

" | Attendance: 15 (75%)

Apologies: John, Thea,
Allan, Leslie, Glenda

Raffle: none

Birthdays: Sue Smede 5
Dec, Echah Wright 9 Dec
Anniversaries: Norm &
Helen Michener 9 Dec, Rod
& Bronwyn Mackenzie 15
Dec
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Forecasts for the current decade indicate an increase of over 15% in
the retirement-age population of Woolgoolga, putting pressure on the
health care workforce, which itself is aging and under-resourced. Dr
Kramer is investing in the future by building a new surgery complex
(at right). Sullivan Nicolaides is building a new laboratory in Coffs
Harbour with much-expanded testing capability.

Dr Kehrer pointed out that, while many saw only disadvantages in
working away from large urban centres, there were in fact opportuni-
ties for regional careers spanning a more diverse, challenging and sat- ey
isfying set of activities.

The event was open to the public, and was the initiative of President Patty Delaney, who welcomed an audience of
nearly 40. They came up with searching questions for the panel. The buzz in the room from conversations spanning
topics far & wide continued long afterwards as groups left, their horizons expanded & complacency challenged.

VOLUNTEERS BBQ ON Wed 3rd Dec 2014

It’s on Wednesday (the day after you get this Whisper)! Date 3 Dec (5.30pm—7.30pm approx.-at C.ex Woolgool-
ga). Cost: $5 ph (meat/samosa, bread, salad, chips, soft drinks, tea & coffee, plates & cutlery provided) payable on the
night; Drinks: available for purchase.

AUCTION ON 6TH DEC—INCLUDING XMAS STALL

Christmassy donations are needed for the Christmas stall at Saturday’s auction.

NEXT WEEK IS THE CHRISTMAS PARTY (15 DEC AT WOOLGOOLGA BEACH RESERVE)
Christmas Party will catered by John Arkan—a bit of Bollywood fun at the beach reserve from 6pm. Cost is $30
per head and BYO drinks (alcohol is allowed on the Reserve up to 9pm). Also BYO folding chair if you can as
seating there is limited. Further details next Whisper, but let Pam know if you and partner/friends are attending.
DONATION NEWS— Future Vet Kids Camp

The club is supporting Emma Cahill and Bronte Donohue to help them attend the Future Vet Kids Camp Sydney,
5-9 January 20135.

PROGRESS ON SHED: The southern extension is now completed, except for a downpipe & some drainage
work to divert water runoff from higher areas. It will get a workout this Sat, with the huge deluge of donations!

REMINDER—CURRENT MEMBERSHIP DRIVE / INPUT TO STRATEGIC PLAN

A reminder to follow up on potential new members of the club. Please contact Patty if you need the letter of in-
troduction. Separately, Patty is seeking input into the revised Strategic Plan for the club. The club has brand
spanking new business cards—supply available in meeting room cupboard.

o 3 Dec Volunteers BBQ at C.ex (venue tbc) @ |12 Jan Cluster BBQ at Boambee Reserve (Sawtell)
W |8Dec  AGM (Board meeting preceding general m.) 9 22 Feb Public Speaking semi finals Walcha
£ |15 Dec  Xmas Party at the Beach Reserve 6pm O |[13-15 Mar District Conference, Inverell
S |9Mar  Special talk: Rotarians Against Malaria (RAM) E
@ 15 Mar  Yuta Tsuchiya (YEP) returns to Japan %
g |31 Mar 2015 Science & Engineering Challenge =
o
MEETING DUTY ROSTER Please swap nights if you cannot attend
Date 8 Dec 15 Dec 12 Jan 19 Jan
AGM & Board Christmas Sawtell Meeting
Party BBQ Your Rotary Club
Attendance Pam Fayle Pam Fayle tba Needs YOU
Want to be on the
Welcome/ tba AT BEACH BOARD? - (see Patty)
Fellowship RESERVE Can you help with
AUCTION PICK-UPS or
Introduce Guest tba JOHN ARKAN CA- auctioneering?
Speaker TERING (See Dick)
WISH TO PROPOSE A
Vote of Thanks tba Bollywood fun NEW MEMBER?
Guest Speakers tha Indian meal (See Norm)
STIEChT Music, dancing KNOW A FAMILY
$30 pp INTERESTED IN HOSTING A
BYO drinks (alcohol OK YEP STUDENT?
until 9pm) (See Echah)
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