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TONIGHT (10 APR) THE WOOHOO ENTERPRISE —TACKLING PLASTIC WASTE

With our scheduled speaker tied up with work in Sydney, Lisa Nichols (photo) has stepped in
at short notice to fill the gap with a very important talk — the third in our recent series of talks
on initiatives to tackle the huge environmental problem created by plastics & plastic waste.

The Woohoo Enterprise is a Social Enterprise Lisa is in the process of starting in Woolgool-
ga. Their aim is to train and employ people with disability, youth at risk, and those with bar-
riers to working in mainstream employment. They aim to do this via a plastics repurposing
centre that produces and sells various products made from plastic waste.

At the moment they are in the planning and preparation stage and applying for grants and
funding to get established. This will be the first Social Enterprise of its kind and they are
very excited to be establishing it in Woolgoolga. The Woo is for WOOIgoolga and the Hoo
is for Helping Out Others.
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TONIGHT (10 APR)vWE WELCOME NEW MEMBER PAM STONE

Also tonight, Pam Stone will be inducted into our club. Pam is keen to become deeply in-
volved in Rotary activities. Pam recently retired as Chaplain (non-denominational) at South
Cross University Coffs Harbour Education Campus, supporting the emotional growth of stu-
dents. Prior to that she spent more than 30 years working with children and adults with disa-
bilities. Currently she is the deacon for Northern Beaches Anglicans.

SUCCESSFUL SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING CHALLENGE (TUES 4 APRIL)

What a great event for our club, the schools, our sponsors and our volunteers. This year was
the third year of our Science and Engineering Challenge and it continues to be a special
educational experience for the students. Approximately 250 high school students from eight
regional schools competed for the Regional Title. The schools involved were Bishop Druitt
College, Coffs Harbour High School, Dorrigo High School,
McAuley Catholic College, Orara High School, South Grafton
High School, Toormina High School and Woolgoolga High
School. The winning school in a close contest was South Grafton.
The students produced some outstanding models.

Activities involved building bridges, catapults, moon buggies, earth- o r‘ 3
quake ‘proof> towers, a fibre optic communications system, artificial = ¥
hands, electrical gr1ds and household furniture. Some teams were g
rotated through half-day projects and others spent the whole day on &
more technical tasks. All teams were scored on their activities 1ead1ng N
to a final school tally. :

We were fortunate to have the head bridge engineer from major spon-

sor Pacific Complete, who was the chief judge for the bridge finale:
Giammaria Gentile (shown with David Fayle & Peter Lacy) was a great
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STATS AT A GLANCE
Visiting Rotarians:
YEP: Anne

Guests: incl. Louise Hard-
man, Lisa Nichols, Sam Birch,
Joy & Merv Richardson,
partner Helen

Attendance: 14 (58%)
Apologies: Trish, John A,
Harjinder, Gareth, David E,
Lyndee, Glenda, John, Rod,
Kim

Raffle: -

Birthdays: -

Anniversaries: John Arkan &
Surinder Kaur 14 Apr, Mary
and Allan Bryant 28 Apr




... This Whisper has a special extra page, with lots of photos of the Science and Engineering Challenge (page 3). .
ambassador for his company and loved being part of the day.

Our large team of volunteers, many of them being club members, excelled themselves with their enthusiasm, guid-
ance, and support for the students. The Country Women’s Association and the Friends of Rotary also assisted us
in providing an awesome lunch. Our thanks to all who gave up their time and we hope that it was a worthwhile &
rewarding experience.

We could not run this day without the sponsorship provided by Pacific Complete, Engineers Australia, Clarence
Consultants, Sullivan Nicolaides Pathology, Rotary Coffs Harbour South and the Lions Club of Woolgoolga.
Last but not least was the great support provided by Guy Wright and Phil Dalton from Woolgoolga High School.
It’s a credit to the school and the staff that they keep the school going with all the activities and visitors on site. Your
turn next year Woopi High!!

Not a bad dinner either the night before at Seaview Tavern. The guests at the Challenge Dinner were given their
own S&E Challenge, Cupid’s Calamity, and had heaps of fun making arrow and bow out of rubber bands, straws and
paper. A team loaded with STEM teachers from Woopi High prevailed, matching accuracy with distance.

REPORT 27 MARCH) WASTE PLASTIC RECYCLING—LOCAL INITIATIVE

Louise Hardman told us about another vitally important venture tacking plastic
waste: The Pacific Collective, a small environmental business focusing on waste plastic &
recycling and remoulding for Pacific region communities.

The aim of The Pacific Collective is to provide tools, equipment, machines and educa- @
tional programs to transform waste plastic into 'recycling income' for communities.

The core part of this eco-business is manufacturing mobile and affordable Waste Plastic °
Remoulding machines at their factory in Coffs Harbour. These “Shruders”, which are at °
an advanced stage of development, will shred, extrude and inject-mould plastic into new
items. Specialised training for the use of these machines and how to work with discarded
plastic is included in a 6-Step Waste Plastic Remoulding Program, in a late stage of development. Initial funding
from NSW Department of Primary Industries has enabled Research & Development of the machines and program to
be undertaken. See previous Whisper for some pictures.

Louise & other specialist educators are running a range of programs for groups, schools, councils and businesses to
effectively deal with waste plastic in their community. These programs are now available for bookings:

6-Step Waste Plastic Remoulding Program ECO100 Community Program
Chemistry of Plastics & Our Environment Seminar Business Zero Plastic Waste Training
Home Zero Plastic Waste Training
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Clockwise from top left: activ-
ity winners from South
Grafton (Helter Skelter; static
and shaking); Woolgoolga
High (Grasping at Straws &
Mission to Mars); Dorrigo
High (Flat Pack); McAuley CC
and Orara High (Electracity),
McAuley (Bridge). Toormina
High’s light and innovative
bridge. Catapults. Coffs Har-
bour High—Electracity. Bish-
op Druitt’s winning Con-

m founding Communications

g team. (Below) another Woopi
High team; (inset) Mars Rover
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