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Welcome from Club President, Pamela Fayle

Welcome and thank you for coming along to celebrate the Club’s 30th anniversary year.
We marked that 30 year milestone last month with a special “Community” themed art
exhibition in collaboration with Woolgoolga Art Gallery.

It has been another busy year and I would like to thank our board, all members, their
families and the many friends of Rotary in our community for helping the Club continue
to punch above its weight.

Lifestyles, work expectations, technology and economic and social conditions have
changed markedly from 30 years ago when the Club began, but this year has continued
the tradition of the relatively small membership raising significant funds and rolling
up its sleeves to do good and useful things in the community. The role of a Rotary Club
remains important in a community located at the fringes of its Council, State and Federal
electorate areas and therefore often needing to help itself.

In 2017-18, as with previous years, the monthly auctions of donated items raised the
majority of our funds, facilitated by our new auction vehicle, new protective blinds on the
auction shed and some new helper groups. The future of our major fundraiser has occupied
much of our board and club discussions as we prepare for auction stalwart Dick Matthews’
retirement from his role as Auctions Director and make adjustments to ensure the fundraiser
remains sustainable without his impressive personal management and involvement.

Our focus on youth has continued this year, including our hosting of the Coffs Coast Science
and Engineering Challenge for students from eight schools in the region, and the tenth
Rotary Youth Driver Awareness (RYDA) day for local year 11 students. We continued a
tradition of involvement in the Youth Exchange Program with Matilde Jakobsen from
Denmark spending a year with us, while local girl, Kiahni Huthnance, had a wonderful
year on exchange in Finland. We are grateful to host families in both hemispheres.

A new area of focus this year has been an environmental one, as several guest speakers
enhanced our growing concern about plastic waste in our oceans. Our auctions have always
made a contribution to recycling and keeping things out of landfill, but in 2018 we also
adopted Boomerang Bags Woolgoolga as a project to discourage single-use plastic bags.

Although our local community remained the focus, we increased our international
contributions during the year including to support women’s health, water and sanitation
projects in remote parts of Indonesia , Uganda, India and Nepal as well as by providing
funds to the last push for freeing the world from polio. We also continued our interest in
Rotary’s efforts against malaria.

As we finish the year, our major challenge as a Club remains that of attracting new
membership to help us continue to support this wonderful community. I hope each of our
current members will take on the challenge of introducing at least one new member to
the Club during the coming year.

Finally, I wish incoming President Geoff Royal and his board all the best for 2018-19.

Pamela Fayle
President, 2017-2018
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CHANGEOVER DINNER PROGRAM

Monday 18 June 2018 at Seaview Tavern

6:00 pm Pre-dinner mixer

6:15 pm Call to order MC Norm Michener
Acknowledgement of country Kim Thompson
Grace and Toast MC Norm Michener
Introduction of guests; Apologies; Formal welcome | Pamela Fayle
Object of Rotary Karen Sedgwick
Four-Way Test Lynda Hagar

6:30 pm DINNER SERVED

7:00 pm Toast to Rotary International David Fayle
Response to the toast PDG Rob Anderson

7:15 pm DESSERT SERVED

7:30 pm Woolgoolga Rotary’s past year Pamela Fayle

7.45 pm Tea and coffee

8:00 pm Presentation to Paul Harris Fellow Pamela Fayle &

Rob Anderson

Presentation to Rotarian of the Year Pamela Fayle
Induction of incoming President Pamela Fayle
Induction of incoming Board Geoff Royal
Incoming President’s address Geoff Royal

8:30 pm Closing remarks and National Anthem MC Norm Michener

www.facebook.com/
rotaryclubofwoolgoolga

www.woolgoolgarotaryclub.org.au

www.woolgoolgaheritagewalk.org
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2017-2018 REPORT BY PRESIDENT AND BOARD MEMBERS

Thirty years ago, on 21 June 1988, the Rotary Club of Woolgoolga started with
the Charter Dinner. In the three decades since, the club has most certainly made
a difference, both in our local community and in other places needing a hand.
[t is timely that this year’s Rotary theme was “Rotary: Making a Difference.”

The inner back cover of this Annual Report lists this year’s donations, and a
browse though similar lists in the previous nine annual reports illustrates how
this small club has made a big difference, just in the past decade. A review of
the whole 30 years of service is on page 26. To celebrate, we held a special Art
Competition and Exhibition at Woolgoolga Art Gallery. One of the paintings
featured was of first club President lan Hickey, by his wife Gloria (photo).

The monthly auctions of donated items have for many years raised the
majority of our funds, and this year was no exception, with a sustained effort
by members, Friends of Rotary and others. The club’s new vehicle was kept
busy. Net auction takings for the year were $35,280, second only to last year.

Highlights included two important programs for youth, involving much hands-
on effort and organisation: the fourth Science and Engineering Challenge for
students from eight schools in the region, and the tenth Rotary Youth Driver
Awareness (RYDA) day for local year 11 students. Friends of Rotary helped
with these activities.

A swap party raised funds shared between Rotarians Against Malaria and
an orphanage in Nepal. Our stall at Art by the Sea on Easter Monday netted
over $1,200 selling artwork that had been donated to the auction. Sales of the
special edition of Yeates’ Woolgoolga: History of a Village raised additional
funds, and continued to spread the awareness of local history.

Pamela Fayle  Norm Michener Karen Sedgwick Lynda Hagar David Fayle Patty Delaney
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Boomerang Bags Woolgoolga became a project of our club during the year. This
wonderful initiative helps to reduce the use of plastic bags by engaging local
volunteers in the making of robust, reusable Boomerang Bags, using recycled
materials. Boomerang Bags provide sustainable alternative to plastic bags.
Prior to linkage with Rotary, volunteers included four members of our club.

Although our primary focus is on our local community, making a difference
by helping communities elsewhere in the world is important too. Rotary
internationally makes a huge difference, through over 35,000 clubs in more
than 200 countries and territories. Central to that is Rotary’s charitable arm,
The Rotary Foundation, and we were able to celebrate its 100th year by
donating $100 for each club member ($2,500) to The Rotary Foundation’s
grant funding arm, plus $1,000 to its “End Polio Now” campaign.

Rotarians Against Malaria received $1,600 (including Swap Party funds). We
were also able to: respond to the refugee crisis in Bangladesh and Myanmar;
make practical improvements in sanitation and/or safe water supply in
Indonesia, Uganda and India; help build a hopital for women afflicted by
prolapsein Nepal; also in Nepal, help underprivileged children atan orphanage;
and help provide important surgery for children in Bangladesh.

About to complete her year with us under the Rotary Youth Exchange Program
(YEP) is Matilde Jakobsen from Denmark (Neaestved D1480). Kiahni Huthnance
returned in January from spending 2017 in Finland (Nokia D1390).

The Facebook page continued to be an effective communications channel for
advertising coming events and keeping a high profile for the club.

Enhancing opportunities for local youth

The fourth Science and Engineering Challenge, on 10 April at Woolgoolga
High School, brought together about 240 high school students from 8 regional
schools: Woolgoolga, Toormina, South Grafton, Orara, Dorrigo, and Coffs
Harbour High Schools; Bishop Druitt College (Coffs); and McAuley Catholic
College (Grafton). The winning school, in a close contest with Coffs Harbour
and Dorrigo, was Bishop Druitt College [photos on inner front cover]. All four
Challenges have been resounding successes, in no small measure due to the
organising team drawn from Woolgoolga Rotary, Lions and Probus clubs and
Woolgoolga High School (thanked pp22-25). The team & equipment from the
University of Newcastle are vital.

2017-2018
BOARD

Kim Thompson Mary Bryant Dick Matthews Geoff Royal



S&E Challenge sponsors were principal partner Pacific Complete; the Chief
Scientist of NSW, Engineers Australia, Clarence Consultants, Rotary Club of Coffs
Harbour South, Lions Club of Woolgoolga, Mitre 10 Woolgoolga & our own club.

113 students are now better equipped to stay safe on and around our roads,
and keep others safe too, after the Rotary Youth Driver Awareness (RYDA)
Day on 15 March. Four of those students were from Southern Cross School of
Distance Education (Grafton, Glenreagh, Nana Glen) and two from schools in
Coffs Harbour. The rest were from Woolgoolga High, where teacher Megan
Hart again coordinated school involvement. We are indebted to our Facilitators,
four of whom were new to RYDA. All did a wonderful
job, and had to adapt to significant changes in some
sessions, as course designer RSE Ltd continually aims
to improve its effectiveness. Thank you to organiser
David Fayle and his team of volunteers, including the
Rotarians and Friends who assisted the High School
Canteen to cater for the event [photos on inner front cover].

RYDA was supported by a NSW Government Community Road Safety Grant, and
the venues, as always, were provided cost-free by Woolgoolga C.ex Club, Woolgoolga
Community Village Hall and Woolgoolga Library, for which we are very grateful.

To assist with tutoring workshops for indigenous children needing help with
literacy and homework, the club has donated $300 to programs developed
by Bularri Muurlay Aboriginal Corporation. A prime focus is on improving
reading among aboriginal children, which leads to far better educational
outcomes and subsequently employment opportunities.

As adults, those who have participated in public speaking and debating find
that experience to be a great advantage. Two Woolgoolga High School students
competed for the Rotary District 9650 Chris Watson Travel Public Speaking
Competition club round. The winner in aline-ball decision

was Alexandra Rook (left). Kaleb Darbin (right) was a

close runner-up, and the standard was impressive, with

both speakers eloquent and interesting. Alexandra went

on make a good showing at the next round in Walcha.

We provided $100 towards the primary school Great Debate. Five Public
Schools competed: Corindi, Mullaway, Sandy Beach, Kororo and Woolgoolga.
The adjudicators were Alexandra Rook and Kaleb Darbin, our Public Speaking
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contestants, continuing a commendable tradition of high
school-primary school interaction in debating. David Fayle
attended the debate, held at Mullaway Primary School, and
presented the prizes.

Our club sponsored three prizes at the Coffs Harbour
Eisteddfod, in the children’s instrumental section: 14 years and under
Champion Rose Light ($50); 12 years and under Champion Luke Mitchell
($30); and 10 years and under Champion Ava Mitchell ($20).

Under our innovative Club Scholarship scheme, we assisted a student moving
from home schooling with costs ($150) to attend a camp to connect with his
peers and develop independence.

The club supported end-of-year presentation ceremonies (or the equivalent)
in six local schools (total of $1,150). At Woolgoolga High School the Persistent
Commitment to Education awards went to Chloe Chambers (Year 7), Lisa
Turrise-Bizjak (Year 8), Byron Hartin-Singh (Year 9), Swe Aung (Year 10),
Lochlan Beedie (Year 11) and Lyndon Coulson. Rotary members attended
most of the ceremonies and presented awards.

Two members attended Getting Out There Day for Year 12 Woolgoolga High
students (many of whom helped at the auction, from which a $750 donation
was made to the school). Getting Out There Day is to prepare Year 12 students
for life after school, and it was originally initiated by our club.

Building our local community

Cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and defibrillators save lives, but many
in the community have not been trained, and so our

national rate of survival after heart attack is much lower

than it should be. To improve this situation, we ran two

CPR/defibrillator training courses, training a total of 24

people in these skills. We are grateful to trainers Belinda

Flynn, Alan Bell and Donna Powell.

Faced with a lack of information about the number, location and accessibility
of defibrillators in the district, Dennis Houghton & Patty Delaney conducted
an audit, identifying 38 automated external defibrillators (AEDs); however,
almost all of these have extremely restricted access, so overall availability is
extremely poor. At the instigation of Patty and Dennis, Woolgoolga Woolworths
has now decided to order a defibrillator for placement at that supermarket,
with near-24 hours per day access. Details such as maintenance are being
negotiated. Our club has offered to fund training, and a cabinet.

One effective way we help our local community is by rewarding each
community group that helps us with our monthly auction, with a donation.
A different group assists each auction day. This year, the helper groups were
able to benefit from donations totalling $8,500. All eleven provided essentially
needed help on their day. They were:
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Sherwood Creek Rural Fire Service (2) Woolgoolga High School (left)
Lower Bucca Community Preschool Rainbow Cottage

Woolgoolga Rural Fire Service and Sandy Beach Rural Fire Service

Interact Club of Coffs Harbour (right) Mullaway Primary School P&C
Corindi Red Rock Rural Fire Service Woolgoolga Athletics Club
Woolgoolga Red Cross with Woolgoolga High School students (middle)

The weekly Community Cafe run by the Lifehouse Church plays an important role
in helping the increasing numbers of underprivileged in our community. The club
again provided $500 towards the Community Cafe and its Christmas Party.

Curryfest in September 2017 achieved record attendance (nearly 14,000 on
the main day and 20,000 at the full set of events) and increased tourism by
influencing intentions to visit the area and extend length of stay on the Coffs
Coast. It is recognised by Destination NSW as a Flagship Event, accompanied
by significant funding. Rotary volunteers staffed the busy Queen Street gate.
Club representative Pamela Fayle plays a core role as Chair of the organisation
each year, including securing grants, sponsorships and participants; while the
Marketing Report was again done by David Fayle (photo of cover).

Rotary also ran a stall at Curryfest (middle) to raise funds to bring
safe drinking water into schools in India - see later.

The club donated $500 to the CanDo Foundation. The Coffs Coast & Clarence
CanDo Cancer Trust supports patients and families attending the North Coast
Cancer Institute. A Rotary team participated in the CanDo Bowls Day.

The Rotary Bus Shelter opposite Big Garden Furniture is
looking better than ever after a marvellous facelift done by
Dennis Houghton - bigger Rotary wheels, now on a Rotary
blue background, freshly painted and tidied. Dennis also
revamped the Rotary sign on the southern edge of town.

8



The C.ex Community Crew Sleep Out received a $200 donation. This event was
one of the main priorities for the Coffs Interact Club. Held during June 2017, this
annual event encourages community members to register & sleep out for the night,
enduring what 105,000 homeless Australians experience on any given night. It
raised over $60,000, split evenly between three charities that provide frontline
assistance: Homes for Heroes, Warrina Domestic & Family Violence Specialist
Services Cooperative, & Bridging the Gap Men’s Resource Centre.

An avocado tree was donated to the Woolgoolga Community
Gardens, and presented by Patty Delaney at their Open
Day. Costa Georgiadis, the special guest on the day, was
present, and very interested in the Rotary aim to plant more
trees, a particular interest of current Rotary International
President, Australian lan Riseley.

President Pamela Fayle assisted the local Sikh community

to obtain a $65,000 NSW Government grant to establish a

Woolgoolga Sikh Heritage Information Centre as a museum

and education centre to showcase Sikh culture and history for both locals and
visitors. The grant enables remodelling to display heritage items, and funds a
seminar room and new equipment for interactive displays. This project will
educate Australian-born younger generation Sikhs about their heritage, while
supporting tourism and informing others about the culture, customs and
history of Sikh settlement in Australia and in the Woolgoolga area.

We maintained and updated the Woolgoolga Heritage Walk website, and
monitored the reinstallation of two pairs of panels that had been removed.
Nearly 17,000 Heritage Walk pamphlets have been distributed, and a further
printing of 5,000 was completed, one-third funded by our club.

Sales of the latest print run of Yeates’ Woolgoolga: History of a Village continued.
This contributes to better knowledge and understanding of local heritage.

The club maintains its pledge of $20,000 towards youth-related facilities for
the proposed Multipurpose Centre for Woolgoolga and the Northern Beaches.

In response to unfilled community need, Rotary has recently established a new
scheme to provide one-off Compassionate Grants in cases of dire straits. Our
Cluster assisted a family of a single mother with 3 children and a terminal illness.
Donations of $500 have been made from Woolgoolga, Coffs City & Coffs Harbour
Rotary Clubs via RAWCS Rotary Australia Compassionate Grants (RACG).

Donated auction goods have been made available as and when needed to a
young Mullaway family who lost everything in a house fire in April.

The theme of our 30th anniversary art competition was very apt: “Community:
People, Places, Heart and Soul” Over 80 people enjoyed refreshments,
conversation and an interesting and varied exhibition of artwork, at the launch
at Woolgoolga Art Gallery on 4 May. The First Prize of $400 went to John “Darren”
Bromell, with his striking and distinctively stylistic Red Sky at Night: Bananaland
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Delight (top left in photo with artist). Di

Gray’s eye-catching pottery work

Embracing Community and Beyond

scored second prize ($100). The

exhibition also featured a historical

display of Rotary and Heritage Walk

items, and banners of the six areas

of focus of The Rotary Foundation. The YEP display (photo,

with Patty & Mary) was made by past inbounder from Belgium,
Elisabeth de Halleux, who had come back for an extended visit, and spoken at a
club meeting about her degrees and planned career in Biomedical Engineering.

Boomerang Bags becomes a club project

Disposable plastics,including plasticbags, are causingimmense
damage to the environment and to animals. Boomerang Bags
aims to supplant plastic bags, especially single-use ones, with
reusable, environmentally friendly bags. To the benefit of both
bodies, Boomerang Bags Woolgoolga has become a project
of the Rotary Club of Woolgoolga Inc. Our club has a strong
interest in constraining the level of environmental disaster
caused by plastic, this is an important contribution - an
excellent new addition to our projects. A concerted effort to
make the auction shed sales “plastic bag free” has been largely
successful. For Boomerang Bags, in which four of our Rotary
members continue to be keenly involved, there are numerous
benefits of being under the Rotary umbrella.

Continuing support for Australian Rotary Health

The $1,201 donation to Australian Rotary Health included

a $50 donation on behalf of every guest speaker. Australian

Rotary Health’s major focus is mental health. Cancer is an

additional focus. It also provides rural nursing and rural

medical scholarships, as well as research grants & PhD
scholarships. Of this, $850 went towards the District Governor’s Partner
(Margaret Ryan)’s Program for the year, to provide a PhD Scholarship of up to
3.5 years, in a research area involving heart muscle .

Therestofthe donation ($351), used to support Australian Rotary Health’s mental
health research, was raised via contributions from the visiting Recreational
Vehicle Fellowship of Rotarians, who came to our club meeting, and from those
who enjoyed our Hat Day on Melbourne Cup Eve at Norm & Helen Michener’s.

Rotary fighting diseases - polio and malaria

Disease prevention and treatment is a major focus of Rotary globally. Polio is a
crippling, potentially deadly, infectious disease. Rotary and its global partners
are close to eradicating polio, after a 39-year campaign beginning with a 1979

10



Rotary project to immunize 6 million children in the Philippines against polio.
This historic initiative to eradicate polio worldwide has seen a worldwide
reduction in polio cases of 99.9% since 1988. This year so far, we have only
seen 8 wild-virus-caused polio cases, confined to two countries, Afghanistan
and Pakistan. (Last year they had 14 and 8 cases, respectively).

Since 2013, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation has matched every $1 that Rotary
commits to polio eradication 2-to-1. Our A$1,000 donation to End Polio Now will
thus effectively become A$3,000. End Polio Now is part of The Rotary Foundation.

Tackling Malariais another extraordinary challenge that Rotary has
taken on. Globally in 2016, the number of cases was nine times the
Australian population, and there were 445,000 deaths. Yet malaria
is treatable and preventable with targeted help. The Rotarians
Against Malaria (RAM) program has already helped radically
decrease malaria in the South Pacific. In the Isobel province of the
Solomon Islands, the rate of malaria has dropped from 70% of the population
infected to only 0.04% in program-targeted locations. Because mosquitos play a
key role, RAM distributes Long Lasting Insecticidal Nets to vulnerable populations
in the Solomon Islands, Papua New Guinea and Timor Leste. The program also
includes environmental work and tools to reduce stagnant water & improve
drainage, vital education & training, provision of scientists, diagnostics & facilities,
chemicals and insecticides, and a coordinated, village-by-village approach. Our
$1,600 donation included enough to help one village under the Healthy Villages
program ($1,100) plus 50% of the Swap Party proceeds (details later).

Palwinder Rai ran from Coffs Harbour to the Commonwealth Games venue
(Gold Coast), fundraising for the Cancer Council Victoria. The club has made a
$100 donation directly to the Cancer Council; this donation is counted towards
Palwinder Rai’s fundraiser.

International service

RAM is a Rotary Australia World Community Service (RAWCS) activity. RAWCS
encompasses many wonderful projects, focused largely on our region. We
have made major donations to several of these projects.

Further to last year’s donation, $1,000 went towards

building a special-purpose Hospital for new Mothers

and Babies in Charikot, Nepal, devastated by earthquake.

200,000 Nepalese women suffer with severe pelvic

organ prolapse and need surgery. A RAWCS-endorsed

organisation formed in Port Macquarie aims to tackle

this: Australians for Women'’s Health (A4WH). The new hospital will reduce
maternal mortality & morbidity and provide gynaecological surgery to women
with fistulas and prolapse. It will replace an emergency tent hospital (photo).

Also under the RAWCS umbrella is the NTT Small Grants project, a small
grants system to assist farmers and rural schools in remote parts of southeast
Indonesia — the province of Nusa Tenggara Timur (NTT), which includes the
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islands of Flores, West Timor and Semau, all areas of extreme poverty. The
scheme is registered as a RAWCS project, and is linked to the Rotary Club of
Lane Cove. Our $1,000 donation has provided a toilet for each of three poor
households. Two of the projects were completed by

cooperative groups (kelompoks) in Sumili village. The

groupsare called Kelompok Setia Usaha (Loyal Enterprise),

and Kelompok Sehati II. “Sehat” is the Indonesian word for

health so it is very appropriate in this situation. The third

project was in Oenaek village and was also completed by a

team called Sehati. The villages are on the western tip of Timor island.

Operation Cleft is a unique Rotary project that provides
free cleft repair surgery for underprivileged children
in Bangladesh. After surgical repair of their cleft lip
and/or palate (photo), they have an opportunity to
lead a normal life, to get an education, to build a social
network and to reach their full potential as contributing
members of their community. Our donation was $200.

Rotary internationally makes a huge difference, through
over 35,000 clubs in more than 200 countries and
territories. Central to that is Rotary’s charitable arm,
The Rotary Foundation, and we were able to celebrate
its 100th year by donating $100 for each club member
($2,500) to The Rotary Foundation’s grant funding arm
(called Annual Fund; plus $1,000 to “End Polio Now” ).

Water, sanitation & hygiene is one of the six focus areas of The Rotary

Foundation. To help make a difference in eastern Uganda, $1,000 went to the
Samuel Owori Memorial WASH Project in
Uganda. WASH stands for Water, Sanitation
and Hygiene, and this wonderful project aims
to provide underprivileged communities in
Uganda with clean water - by providing new
boreholes for community health facilities,
and rainwater harvesting tanks - as well as
school sanitation facilities. Hygiene training

will support mothers and newborn children at health facilities.

Rotary International President-elect Samuel F. Owori, a Ugandan who would
have begun his Presidential term on 1st July 2018, died in mid-2017. Sam
was very committed to bringing clean water and sanitation to the people of
Uganda, and the WASH project pays tribute to his work and life. With the Rotary
Foundation global grant, for $1 donated, the World Fund will match $2, so our
$1,000 will effectively become a A$3,000 contribution.

The Group Studies Exchange team from Uganda who visited us in February
(photo) were pleased to learn of this donation. Sam’s widow is a member of the
visiting group’s Rotary Club of Gaba.

12



As well as the WASH-type projects in Indonesia

and Uganda, for India we raised further funds

intended for future extension of the current

District Foundation Centenary Project to install

water purification/cooling systems in schools

there (see last year’s Annual Report). The plan

was to install 80 water purifier/coolers into

schools throughout that region (at A$1000 per unit). The latest news from
Punjab State is that 140 units have been, or are being, installed! The project
prior to that installed girls’ toilets in over 80 schools in that part of northwestern
India. The new funds were raised at our stall at Curryfest (see page 8).

Proceeds from the September auction Plant and Produce Stall and raffle and the
Swap Party & raffle in May comprised most of the $1,250 donation to support
children in the Social Development Centre orphanage in Kathmandu, Nepal.
Over $6,750 of support has now gone to this orphanage directly through the club.

A crisis in Bangladesh and Myanmar was caused by a million Rohingya
refugees fleeing Myanmar, for which Red Cross provided teams on the ground
offering relief on both sides of the border; emergency hospital facilities; access
to emergency shelter, toilets, food and safe drinking water; personal and social
support, safe spaces for women and children, and reconnecting families who
became separated as they fled. Our $500 donation to the Red Cross Myanmar
Crisis Appeal was matched 1:1 by the Australian Government.

The Youth Exchange Program

This year, our inbound student under the Youth Exchange Program (YEP) is
Matilde Jakobsen from Naestved, Denmark (District 1480). Matilde has, like
her predecessors, had an interesting year living in a place quite different to
her homeland, honing her English skills, and garnering many new experiences,
including on the 3-week YEP safari. She has also been our guest speaker several
times, and helped with many club activities including assisting John Arkan as
auctioneer at our auctions.

Kiahni Huthnance returned in January from spending 2017 in

Nokia, Finland (District 1390). Kiahni was a wonderful ambassador for country
and club. She spoke about her experiences and thanked Rotary at a meeting.
She adapted in Nokia very smoothly, and enjoyed for the first time skiing and
ice-skating. She gained proficiency in both Finnish and Swedish (languages
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with very different roots). YEP has become a family tradition: Kiahni’s brother
Mitchell went to Denmark just last year. Kiahni & Mitchell’s mother Donna
Huthnance was a Rotary Exchange student to Japan in 1989. And Donna was
also a host mother to Matilde.

Anneliese Schorghuber (Anne) returned home at the beginning of July to Graz
in Austria after a wonderful year with us.

All 12 of the District 9650 YEP inbounders joined us
for a week in December, 8 of them doing a scuba diving
course, while the other 4 (including Matilde) snorkelled.
Seven students completed the diving requirements for
their Level 1 Open Water Diving qualification. The club
is very grateful to Friend of Rotary Garry Kennedy for
organising and helping deliver this course and ensuring
that everyone could attend.

The future of the YEP program is in great jeopardy,

faced with overwhelming competition from programs

(endorsed by the Department of Education) that pay

large sums for hosting students. As a result, it has been increasingly difficult to
find host parents for our Rotary students.

Fundraising, grants and donations received

Our successful application for a Community Road Safety Grant from Transport
for NSW funded $2,700 (88%) of the cost of our RYDA

day, as well as providing enough reusable calico bags

for five RYDAs, replacing plastic bags used previously,

in the spirit of Boomerang Bags. This grant follows

the $1,800 grant last year. These grants allow us to

devote funds raised to other projects. (Photo: RYDA bags ready)

As always, the majority of funds raised come from our eleven Rotary auctions
of donated goods. This year, a total of $35,280 (net of newspaper ads) was
raised, plus $1,205 from selling donated artwork. This was the second highest
total in the past decade or more, second only to last year’s record. Ad hoc sales
between auctions made an important contribution. We are most grateful to all
of our generous donors.

The auction is a win-win-win for the community: it helps local people,
especially those needing to set up house with limited funds; it is an ecologically
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friendly way to usefully recycle goods that
would otherwise end up as landfill; and
it remains our club’s major fundraiser,
thereby allowing us - and our helpers - to
help build our community. The generous
support fromlocals continues to strengthen
each year, and the Rotary auction has
developed a unique and important role in
this community.

Helper groups, members, partners and
others had to deal with very large amounts
of donated goods, and their sustained
efforts were vital in achieving this result.
The club faces significant challenges in
sustaining the auction into the future, particularly with collection of large and
heavy donated items, and in organising the auctions, particularly with the
retirement in mid-2018 of Auction Director Dick Matthews, who has been a
lynchpin contributor to almost every aspect of the auction. Marie Matthews has
made a similarly vital contribution inside the shed, between and at auctions.

A further challenge is to find enough buyers for the growing number of items
donated by the generous local community. The newly purchased Rotary vehicle
was put to work frequently, despite a few mechanical issues. Inter-auction sales
continue to make a strengthening contribution to funds raised. In order to
protect donated goods from the weather, our club invested in cafe blinds around
the southern verandah of the auction shed ($3,300), installed by Gareth Owen.

A large amount of quality art had gradually
collected up at the auction shed, so to provide a
more effective outlet for selling this, we took the
opportunity of running a stall at Woolgoolga Art
Group’s Art by the Sea, on Easter Monday. The
stall was a great success, with over $1,200 of
sales on the day and $200 pre-sale; profit after
costs exceeded $1,200, and we have three useful new racks for future events.

The fifth Swap Party was another successful fundraising
event. The weather was perfect and afternoon tea was
plentiful, thanks to all the plates of food donated. Over 70
people enjoyed the very social, fun and sharing afternoon,
with $930 raised. Proceeds were shared between
Rotarians Against Malaria & the Kathmandu orphanage.
(Photo: Swap Party raffle winners with host/organiser Karen Sedgwick.)
The Plant and Produce stall and raffle (p13) raised $616 for the orphanage in
Nepal. We thank donor companies for the raffle prizes (see p25). The Rotary stall at
Curryfest raised $190 for a future project to provide safe water for schoolchildren
in India. Funds raised for mental health research were also already mentioned.
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Sales of the Yeates book (Woolgoolga: History of a Village) which had recouped
the cost of the latest reprint run last year, raised $1,140.

Continuing a recent tradition of sharing profits from the gate receipts
at Curryfest with the groups who volunteer to help, the Woolgoolga and
Northern Beaches Chamber of Commerce donated $500 to our club, which we
designated towards funding CPR/defibrillator courses.

Not including government grant, funds raised totalled over $39,700 including:

Fundraiser Funds
Auctions (monthly; net of ads) $35,280

including Plant and produce stall & raffle $616
Rotary stall at Art by the Sea, +presale $1,205
Swap party $930
Sales (net) of Woolgoolga: History of a Village $1,140
Curryfest volunteering donation $500
Funds raised for mental health research $351
Rotary stall for India water project $190
Metal recycling $144

Communication and publicity

The Club’s 30th anniversary art competition at Woolgoolga Art Gallery
was a way of getting artists and others to think about Rotary’s role in the
community, and how it might be depicted artistically. The display of historical
and Foundation items reinforced the message. The launch/prize evening was
also effective in promoting Rotary, as it involved many outside our circle of
members and Friends, and generated a good article in the Coffs Coast Advocate.

The new auction vehicle has been very effectively
“badged” with prominent signs and logos
advertising Rotary and the major sponsors of
the vehicle purchase and associated costs. Now,
awareness-raising happens every time the vehicle
is used, whether for auction pickups, or other
club work such as the trip to Uralla for the Youth
Exchange Program. (Photo with Norm Michener)

Our monthly auctions have for some time had fewer buyers than donors, so
we refocused our auction advertising campaign on attracting buyers. This
coincided with the Woolgoolga Advertiser’s demise,

so the two ads per month are now in the Coffs Coast

Advocate. David Fayle designed the new advertisement,

using software supplied at low cost some years ago by

Adobe though Connecting Up.

Members led by Pam Stone ran a promotional stall at
Curryfest in September (aimed at raising funds for safe
water to Indian schools). Our stall at Art by the Sea also
helped to raise the club profile, as of course do events
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such as the Swap Party, auction, RYDA and S&E Challenge. The refurbishment
of the Rotary Bus Shelter promotes the organisation more effectively.

The Facebook page continues to be very successful and effective, and
has boosted the profile of the club in many ways: www.facebook.com/
rotaryclubofwoolgoolga . By early June, 572 different Facebook users had
“liked” the site, up over 100 from one year before. Uses included publicity
for our events, projects and support given to the local community, as well as
advertisements for selected auction stock.

The club bulletin for each non-auction meeting, the Woopi Whisper, has
completed its 30th year. The Club website, woolgoolgarotaryclub.org.au, holds
current & past issues of the Woopi Whisper. The home page has a live feed from
our Facebook site, which keeps the website effectively more up to date. We also
maintained the Heritage Walk website www.woolgoolgaheritagewalk.org.

Donors to the monthly auction were often given a flyer that summarises how the
funds raised are used, both locally and overseas. A second flyer that explains what
we cannot collect, and why, was also produced and designed by Pamela Fayle.

Of 20 articles in local newspapers, 13 (10 with colour photos) were in the
Woolgoolga Advertiser up until its cessation of publication mid-year, and 7 in
the Coffs Coast Advocate, 5 with colour image(s). The 8 November Advocate
article was notable for an overview of our programs at Woolgoolga High. The
Advocate’s rainfall calendar page carried a special auction advertisement.
Many of those articles were also on the Advocate’s Facebook or website. Our
club featured at least three times on ABC FM.

Until Dec 2017, Woolgoolga Advertiser unless otherwise noted - it then ceased publication

3Jun 17 Monster auction

24 Jun 17 Rotary auction

24 Jun 17 Search begins for next host family (colour photo)

6Jul17  [Advocate online] New board announced (colour photo)

8Jul17  New board announced /Successful year for Rotary & exciting times ahead (col.photo)
22Jul17 New wheels help with pickups (colour photo)

5Aug 17 Monster auction

23Sep 17 Get curried away at festival (mentions Rotary gate and stall; colour photos)

7 Oct 17 A fortnight to put Woopi on the map (colour photo; Curryfest donation, stall/ D9650 project)
21 Oct 17 Vital skills to help save lives (colour photo; CPR training project)

28 Oct 17 Funds go back into town (colour photo; Curryfest donation)

8 Nov 17  [Advocate] School of high achievers (colour photos; many Rotary programs in WHS)
25 Nov 17 Rotary on a mission to save lives (colour photo; CPR course)

2Dec 17 Rotary auction (In brief)

2Dec 17 [Advocate] Rotary around our region (colour photo of Cluster Presidents, incl. ours)
9Dec 17 Woopi offers the best for overseas visitors (YEP dive course, colour photo)

From the beginning of 2018, Coffs Coast Advocate unless otherwise noted (Advertiser ceased publication)
9 Feb 18 [ABC FM radio 92.3] publicity for postponed auction

24 Feb 18 [special advertisement on rainfall calendar page] Auction advertisement

2 Mar 18 [ABC FM radio 92.3] publicity for auction

31 Mar 18 Road safety learning (RYDA, colour photo)
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12 Apr 18 [ABC FM radio 92.3] thank-you from Satpal Gill Singh to Rotary President Pam
Fayle for obtaining Sikh Heritage Centre grant

18 Apr 18 [Advocate website] Hope rises from the ashes for local family. [Auction goods to fire victims]

26 May 18 Darren’s delight at win (Rotary art competition, colour photo)

26 May 18 Bypass is a game-changer [thanking Rotary for S&E Challenge, p43, col.photo]

30 May 18 Monster auction

2Jun 18 Woolgoolga Rotary Monster Monthly Auction [Community Groups section]

Within the club

Treasurer Kim Thompson instigated a greatly improved internal accounting
system, in consultation with the club’s auditor, using the Reckon platform.
Major benefits included reports for the Board and facilitating this Annual Report.

Social events included beach reserve BBQs to welcome incoming YEP Matilde
Jakobsen and for the club’s Christmas Party; two dinner meetings at the
Woolgoolga Art Gallery, with plenty of lively conversation and ideas flowing,
and delicious food catered by WAG members using the brand new kitchen; and
Melbourne Cup Eve on 6 November at Norm and Helen Michener’s home, where
guests put on a great banquet, and the traditional
horse race and quirky obstacle course game dreamed
up by Glenda Kennedy caused plenty more hilarity,
particularly when a spectacular electrical storm
put us in darkness - which didn’t really make much
difference to the blindfolded person putting a tail on
interesting places on a horse!

Members were challenged (and educated) by quizzes focused on caravans
(when the RVFR were with us - see later) and twice on Aboriginal topics.

At the Special General Meeting at Woolgoolga Art Gallery, members adopted
a revised Constitution and Bylaws. The Club Assembly in April looked at the
future of the Rotary auction in the light of the imminent retirement of Dick
Matthews as Auction Director. Without workers and organisers, the auction
cannot continue in its current form. Three key roles were identified: Auction
Director, Goods Assistant and General Assistant. It is still unclear whether
we can fully and effectively fill any of these roles in the medium to long term.
Boosting membership is very important. One outcome was to look more
broadly at a business plan for the club to, amongst other things, assess whether
in fact the auction is necessary to achieve our future aims. This process will be
started by Rod Mackenzie in the first meeting of Geoff Royal’s Presidency.

To welcome medical student Jane Ripley, here for a 2-week posting, hosted
by Lynda Hagar, 25 people greatly enjoyed the visit to Yarrawarra Gallery
and dinner, and were treated to two absorbing talks and an educational quiz.
The gallery itself was very impressive, and curator and artist Alison Williams
welcomed us. The food was exceptional, and was based on traditional
ingredients, from duck, crocodile & kangaroo to pepperberry and lemon
myrtle. Alison was later the judge for our art competition.
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There were 17 external guest speakers, including District Governor Bob Ryan;
Margaret Ryan, about her Partners Project - Stem Cell Regeneration in the
Muscle Tissue of the Heart; Sam Birch on Boomerang Bags; Louise Hardman,
on an initiative aimed at tackling plastic recycling; Cherie Topfer on programs
to help young people transition from school to the workplace; Belinda Flynn
on defibrillators (she was also a trainer in our CPR courses); Tracey Tierney on
STARTT (Service for the Treatment and Rehabilitation of Torture and Trauma
Survivors); podiatrist Jacqui Bruce; Bob Palmer on the Yarrawarra Aboriginal
Cultural Centre; (at Yarrawarra) Dr John Drinkwater outlining what he has
learned working with indigenous people in many parts of Australia; Clark
Webb on improving learning outcomes for Aboriginal youth; and Graphic
design consultant Izennah Hogan & Nick Clayton, Valaxus on new business
initiatives including woopi.findonline.com.au. Members speaking included Kim
Thompson (Soap Aid; Bulgarr Ngaru Medical Aboriginal Corp); Pam Stone, on
India; and Dennis Chiron, on Business Supporting Our Veterans. At the S&E
Challenge Dinner, Michael Bulmer and Prudence Burke from Pacific Complete
spoke on the Woolgoolga to Ballina Pacific Highway upgrade.

Mary Bryantand Pam Fayle represented the club atameeting about the planned
Multipurpose Facility for Woolgoolga. Our club has $20,000 set aside towards
youth-related items at that centre. Members participated in the ANZAC Day
ceremonies and march in Woolgoolga and elsewhere. Others attended school
end-of-year presentations, Getting Out There Day, and the Great Debate.

Changeover 2017 was celebrated at the C.ex Club, and the beautifully
decorated room was buzzing with a full house of over 50. Assistant Governor
James Christian and his Rotarian partner Diana came from Bellingen to attend.
In October, District Governor Bob Ryan and partner Margaret visited the club,
and spoke.

Two new members joined us in November: Marianne
Chiron and Dennis Chiron. They could not stay for long
however, as circumstances prompted their temporary
move back to Queensland. We hope to have them
rejoin in 2019. Dennis had just recently established
an initiative locally, Business Supporting Our Veterans.

Regrettably, Glenda Kennedy will resign at the end of this Rotary year after
seven years’ service, including two years as Treasurer and one as Club Services
Director. Glenda has contributed notable effort to nearly every club activity
over the years, and has also hosted memorable events at the Kennedy home,
including for the YEP dive courses and Melbourne Cup Eve. Glenda will join
husband Garry as a Friend of Rotary.

Involvement with Rotary beyond club level

Four Ugandan visitors, a Rotary Group Studies Exchange team, together with
a Rotary team led by Assistant Governor Peter Paff and Rob Avery, lunched
with us on 21 Feb at the Seaview Tavern (photo p13), then a quick car tour
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of Woolgoolga Headland, the former jetty foreshore, the tallowwood log
commemorating the timber industry, and the new Sikh temple, taking note of
Rotary projects: the Seniors Centre, the Heritage Walk, and the auction shed
and vehicle. President Pamela Fayle attended the evening function in Sawtell,
where the guests showed an impressive film about Uganda.

Woolgoolga Rotary is part of a Cluster of 7 nearby
clubs, and we hosted a Cluster Meeting of current
and incoming Presidents and Secretaries of the
Cluster at the Woolgoolga Art Gallery on 8 May.
17 attended, and it was good to be able to host
it with the Rotary art exhibition and display as a
backdrop. Pamela Fayle attended similar meetings
in Dorrigo and Coffs Harbour, while Secretary
Patty Delaney attended one in Coffs Harbour.

Seven Rotarians from Coffs Harbour South Rotary joined us for a most
enjoyable and interesting evening. We outlined a number of our ongoing
projects, and heard about their impressive projects in return: the annual
Bookfest; the new laundry and shower facility for homeless people at the Coffs
Harbour Neighbourhood Centre; and the new shower and toilet facility for
disabled people at Castle Street Carpark (near Coles). That facility includes a
large mural painted by artist Ben Fayle, son of Sawtell Rotarian Michael Fayle,
grandson of Dennes Fayle, and nephew of David and Pamela Fayle.

Members of the Recreational Vehicle Fellowship of Rotarians (RVFR) visited
one meeting, and some outlined interesting projects happening in their clubs.
John Arkan also provided them a tour of the Guru Nanak Sikh temple. Leslie
Casey took some of the group to join a sewing session with the Glenreagh
Creative Group.

For the scuba diving course for the YEP students from our Rotary District, YEP
Director Patty Delaney and Garry Kennedy promoted the Scuba Diving Course
during the Bonville YEP camp, and both drove to Uralla to collect the dive
students from the western part of the District. John Arkan gave the students a
tour of the Guru Nanak Sikh temple and explained Sikhism.

Also already mentioned were our donations to The Rotary Foundation, End
Polio Now, Rotarians Against Malaria, Australian Rotary Health, and Rotary
projects in Indonesia, Nepal, Uganda and Bangladesh.

President-elect Geoff Royal attended PETS (President-elect Training Seminar)
in Armidale In February. President Pamela Fayle attended the District
Conference at Armidale in March and helped judge the Public Speaking
finals. YEP inbounder Matilde travelled with her, and departed from there
with the other YEP inbounders on their big safari. Geoff Royal, Treasurer Kim
Thompson, Secretary Patty Delaney and David Fayle attended the District
Assembly in Port Macquarie in April. Pamela Fayle attended a seminar for
Rotary Clubs in the area at Coffs Coast Advocate.
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Our former exchange student Clarence Harré, outbounder to Austria in 2016
and more recently, member of the Rotary-linked Interact Club in Coffs Harbour,
spoke at the club about the C.ex Community Crew Sleep Out.

Recognition of club and personal achievement
Rotarian of the Year for 2016-2017 was awarded to
Patty Delaney for her exceptional contribution, including
Youth Exchange Program (YEP)-related work, including
outbounder interviews in Walcha, hosting Anne, and
hosting the 2016 dive students; S&E Challenge organising
committee; occupational health and safety work,
especially re auction; club Facebook page; assisting with
Rotary Youth Driver Awareness (RYDA) day, the Swap
Party, helicopter golf ball drop & Bowelscan; inter-auction
work; Rotary stall at Community Garden; and attending

the District Assembly. This year, she has continued at an equally frenetic pace!

David Fayle was a conferred a rare honour at the 2016 Changeover, a second
(Sapphire) Paul Harris Fellow award for ongoing contribution. He organised
and ran Rotary Youth Driver Awareness (RYDA) days; compiled Annual and
half-yearly Reports & Woopi Whispers; assisted with auction pickups etc;
assisted with S&E Challenges, Bowelscan and other events; arranged the
reprinting of the Yeates book (Woolgoolga: History of a Village); played a major
role in creating the Woolgoolga Heritage Walk; prepared Curryfest Market
Research Reports and worked at Curryfests; maintained the club website; and
has worked extensively on the Board.

Our club was presented with Certificates of Appreciation from Woolgoolga Red
Cross, and from the Woolgoolga and Northern Beaches Chamber of Commerce
on behalf of the Curryfest Committee for our work on Curryfest.

Valete

With deep sadness we must record the loss of three men who contributed
much to our club:

John Mitchell, member, leftus on 21 October 2017. He lost his battle with cancer.
In his short time with us, he made a significant and devoted contribution,
despite his health problem. His widow Cathie remains a Friend of Rotary.

Merv Richardson (James Mervyn) passed away on 29 October 2017. “Rowdy”
was a well-loved member of our club from 2004 to 2011, and later a Friend
of Rotary, and he and wife Joy contributed much to our club service and
fellowship. Club members and partners assisted with catering a celebration
service in his honour. Joy remains a Friend of Rotary, and we are grateful for
her work, including at RYDA, the S&E Challenge and the auction during the year.

Keith Minhinnett passed away on 9 March 2018. He served for 23.5 years
(1991-2014) and made a wide-ranging and influential contribution to the
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club and the community, recognised by a Paul Harris Fellow award. His service
included Club President in 2002-03, and in other years Director of Youth
Services and Club Services. The YEP program was dear to his heart, and as an
expert diver, he instigated the scuba diving course for District YEP students.
He was also a devoted member of Woolgoolga Marine Rescue. 11 years ago,
Keith realised RYDA's potential importance to this community, and took on this
major challenge, delivering the very successful first RYDA; over 950 students
have now participated. He was also key to establishment of the former Driver
Reviver station on Pullen Street. He was a stalwart of the Fish Auction, Auction,
and innumerable other club activities.

The contributions of volunteers, both members and friends

The next two Sections thank many of the volunteers whose efforts are reflected
in this Report. The list is as complete as possible, but inevitably misses some
people and contributions. Apologies go to those omitted.

Thank you to members, partners & Friends of Rotary

As usual, members and partners put in much effort, often with extraordinary
commitment, that frequently passed unnoticed. Service and fundraising activities,
organising social events, administration & communication in many cases require
members and partners to place “service above self” The key role played by
Directors is, as always, crucial to the club, and their work is mostly not spelled
out here. Thank you for their dedicated effort to all the members who have helped
at/for any of the 11 auctions; all those who helped with RYDA, the Science and
Engineering (S&E) Challenge, Curryfest, Art by the Sea, Swap Party, events at the
Art Gallery, Boomerang Bags, and other activities & events. Also, all members,
partners & Friends who helped with the Celebration Service for Merv Richardson.
Among members warranting a special thank you are (apologies to those omitted):

PamelaFayle: taking on the Presidency forasecond tilt; organising 30th anniversary
Art Competition; public relations work; Curryfest Chair and co-organiser (Rotary
representative on committee); S&E Challenge organising committee; assistance
with S&E Challenge and RYDA; obtaining grant for Sikh Heritage Information Centre;
designing auction flyer; hosting & transporting dive course students; historical
display at gallery; judging Public Speaking finals; representing the club at events,
including District Conference, Cluster meetings, Uganda GSE dinners, meeting on
Multipurpose Centre, Advocate meeting, Red Cross function for Seniors, & school
presentation ceremony; compiling 2 quizzes at very short notice; & for auction work.

Patty Delaney: for key role as Secretary, continuing next year; hosting YEP Matilde;
for the 2017 dive course, helping organise, publicise, hosting dive students,
organising functions, and transporting students, including a trip to Uralla;
helping audit defibrillators & negotiate defibrillator placement at Woolworths;
assisting with organising the CPR courses; S&E Challenge organising committee
and volunteer; assistance with RYDA, Art by the Sea & Plant and Produce Stall;
presenting a tree to the Community Gardens; representing the club at District
Assembly, a Cluster meeting, a school presentation ceremony, and Getting Out
There Day; work at Curryfest; co-organising & reporting on Club Assembly; work
for the Soap Aid project; club Facebook page; Boomerang Bags; occupational
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health and safety work, especially OH&S briefings at auction; historical display at
gallery; decorations at Changeover 2017; and for much other work at the auction.

Kim Thompson: for key role as Treasurer, continuing next year, including
implementing new accounting system (Reckon) & improving transaction
categorisation and the reports for Board & auditor; assistance with Art by the Sea;
further work in establishing the Soap Aid project; auction related work; acting
YEP Counsellor; taking YEP student on tours; co-organising and reporting on Club
Assembly; attending District Assembly.

Geoff Royal: stepping in to take on the Presidency in the coming year for the second
time; attending PETS and District Assembly; auction work; Vocational Services Director.

Dick Matthews: organising and running monthly auctions; major role in auction
pick-ups; managing auction shed; inter-auction sales; auction vehicle maintenance
assistance with S&E Challenge; work at Curryfest.

Dennis Houghton: organising S&E Challenge; organising the CPR courses; helping
audit defibrillators & negotatiate placement of one at Woolworths; major role in
auction pickups; auction vehicle maintenance and other auction work; refurbishing
the Rotary Bus Shelter; repair & improvement of Rotary sign; assistance with Art
by the Sea; judge at Public Speaking club round.

David Fayle: organising and running RYDA; compiling Annual Report & Woopi
Whispers; organising Art by the Sea stall and catalogue; auction pickups etc;
assistance with S&E Challenge; Yeates book sales; Curryfest Market Research Report
and gate; fundraising poster on India project; designing new auction advertisement;
securing the RYDA grant; historical display at gallery; work for the Soap Aid project;
representing club at Great Debate; maintaining club website; helping host & transport
dive course students; District Assembly; International Director, Public Officer.

Norm Michener: large amount of auction-related work, including managing the
auction vehicle, e.g. badging and insurance; organising and carrying out many
auction pickups; work at Curryfest; historical display at gallery; work for the Soap
Aid project; hosting Melbourne Cup eve; Board work.

Karen Sedgwick: organising and hosting Swap Party; Club Services Director; auction
work; assisting with RYDA and S&E Challenge; Boomerang Bags; Coffs Bookfest.

Lynda Hagar: organising the plant stall raffle and donor prizes; organising the
Yarrawarra visit and quiz; preparing 3 Woopi Whispers; inter-auction and auction
work; assistance with RYDA and Art by the Sea; decorations at Changeover 2017;
Community Services Director.

Mary Bryant: Youth Director; assistance with RYDA, S&E Challenge; relief Secretary;
representing the club at a Cluster meeting and Getting Out There Day; liaising
with Woolgoolga High School; interviewing candidate for Honeywell ESS; work at
Curryfest; Boomerang Bags; and for auction work.

Glenda Kennedy: assisting with Art by the Sea and Curryfest; hosting YEP dive
course function; assisting with accounts audit; Boomerang Bags; organising
activities at Melbourne Cup Eve; and inter-auction & auction work.

Peter Lacy: assistance with S&E Challenge and RYDA; design and construction of
display racks for Art by the Sea stall; auction work.

John Arkan: auctioneering (monthly auctions); guide for touring Uganda GSE,
RVFR and YEP groups.
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Leslie Casey: S&E Challenge organising committee; managing the very effective
club Facebook page; work at Art by the Sea and Curryfest; taking members of the
RVFR to visit the Glenreagh Creative Group; and for auction work.

Karina Bettison: S&E Challenge organising committee & volunteer; carrying out
Community Service Director’s responsibilities for several months; Public Speaking
Contest Judge; auction work.

Pam Stone: running Rotary stall at Curryfest; assistance with RYDA and Art by the
Sea; auction work.

Echah Wright: for work on the plant stall; auction work; & hosting dive course students.

Rod Mackenzie: Sergeant; assistance with RYDA; work at Curryfest; initial work on
business plan for club.

Dennes Fayle: stored, cleaned, loaded & unloaded the artwork for Art by the Sea.
David Edwards: auction work.

The late John Mitchell for his work, particularly for Bowelscan and the auctions,
despite illness.

Friends of Rotary, Partners, Honorary members and YEP:

Marie Matthews: helping organise and maintain the auction shed; inter-auction
work; auction assistance.

Pre-auction pickups and/or auction day work (including the Plant and Produce
Stall): the late Merv Richardson, Joy Richardson, Peter Backman (including using
his own vehicle), Allan Bryant, Abdu Adem, Allan Michener, Chris Edwards, Graeme
Smith, Allan Casey, Matilde Jakobsen, Cathie Mitchell, Megan Hart, Heather Messer,
Margie Hawtin, Joan Vinckx, Elisabeth de Halleux and Thea Eves.

Garry Kennedy: for initiating, organising and helping instruct at the dive course,
as well as promoting it to the District YEP students, and driving to Uralla to collect
students; hosting dive course event.

Graeme Smith: YEP host and activities; hosting dive course students & functions
and providing transport; assistance with S&E Challenge.

Donna Huthnance: hosting YEP student (Matilde).
Sam and Peter Birch: hosting YEP student (Matilde).
Joy Richardson, Allan Bryant, Heather Messer & Thea Eves: assistance with RYDA.

Heather Messer & Greg Williams, for hosting dive course students and functions;
and assistance with S&E Challenge.

Megan & Aaron Hart, and Graeme Wright, for hosting dive course students.

Col Cafferky: assistance with Swap Party, Curryfest and S&E Challenge.

Bronwyn Mackenzie, Heather Messer & Matilde Jakobsen: assistance with Curryfest.
Helen Michener: hosting Melbourne Cup Eve.

Thea Eves: Public Speaking Contest Judge.

Matilde Jakobsen: assistant auctioneer; assistance with S&E Challenge & Curryfest.

Grateful thanks to

All of our hard-working and essential auction helper teams. All the kind people
donating goods for auctions.
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Woolgoolga C.ex and the C.ex Group for a $2,240 grant as a donation of C.ex
Woolgoolga rooms for meetings, as well as for RYDA and the CPR Courses. Last
year, C.ex also provided $4000 towards the cost of auction vehicle.

Caroline and Peter Ortel: hosting YEP student (Matilde).

Bryson Kelly and Woolgoolga Motors for discounted repairs and maintenance on
the auction vehicle.

Ferntree Signs, Boambee, for signwriting on auction vehicle.
Banana Coast Credit Union (BCU), for a donation toward insurance for auction vehicle.
Alison Williams, curator, Wadjar Art Gallery, judging 30th anniversary art competition

Professional auctioneer Mark Bibby, from Coffs Harbour, for stepping in as
auctioneer at no notice.

Stephan Soule for hosting a special visit to National Marine Science Centre for dive students.

Mitre 10 Woolgoolga, for discounting tables for S&E Challenge, and for raffle prize
for the plant stall raffle.

E and K Lawn Maintenance service and Dural-based firm Power Planter, for
donating raffle prizes for the plant stall raffle.

CPR course trainers Belinda Flynn, Donna Powell, and Alan Bell.

RYDA: Mike Blewitt’s Coffs Coast Isuzu Ute & Carl Bennett for the loan of vehicle.
Megan Hart Carol Fear, North Coast Brain Injury Rehabilitation Service

Jim Daniels Greg Johanson, Coffs Harbour Auto Electrical

Sgt Jarrod Langan Chris Satchwell, Coffs Harbour Driving School

Danielle Canakis Jenn Calleja, NRMA Driving Training Coffs Harbour

Leanne Peters General Manager Greg Engel and Woolgoolga C.ex
Woolgoolga Community Village Hall Woolgoolga Library

Woolgoolga High School Canteen Forest Coach Lines Woolgoolga Shed
Mariet(te) Dewit Woolgoolga Sports Council  Coastalworks

Road Safety Education Limited (designed RYDA program; materials & assistance).
Major sponsors were BOC and Toyota Australia.

Megan Hart and helpers personalised the RYDA bags for each participant.
Southern Cross School Distance Education teacher Mariet Dewit commuted from
Lismore for RYDA, & transported distance ed students to and from from Grafton.

Sponsors for the Science and Engineering Challenge: principal partner Pacific
Complete, The Chief Scientist of NSW, Engineers Australia, Clarence Consultants,
Rotary Club of Coffs Harbour South, Lions Club of Woolgoolga, Mitre 10 Woolgoolga.
University of Newcastle led by Terry Burns for the S&E Challenge.

Phil Dalton, Gordon Letts and Guy Wright for helping organise the S&E Challenge.
S&E Challenge volunteers not already mentioned included Mitchell Harvey, Patrick
Mullan, Mandy Trees, Judy Jackson, Barbara Letts, Paul Maher, Linda MacDonald,
Jim Lawry, Lynette Faragher and Danielle Whiting (visiting bridge engineer from
Pacific Complete), plus 12 others.

Dive Quest, and particularly John Burnip, for YEP dive course.

William Royal, assistance at Art by the Sea.
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Carl Mower, lending two marquees for Art by the Sea.

George Ray and the late Catherine Davis, donations of exceptional artwork, some
sold at Art by the Sea.

Sarah Barker for maintaining the Heritage Walk website.

Tim Sutherland, 681 Consulting, for fixing a club website design issue.
Woolgoolga Art Group’s catering team of Carolyn Boyden, Jane Mann, Karen
Wyborn and Renita King for the delicious meals at three events at the gallery.
The Café at Yarrawarra’s excellent catering for our visit.

0Oz Berries and CEO Kamaldeep Singh Clair: providing a collection area for used
soap, into which we have placed pallettes (for Soap Aid).

CWA Woolgoolga.

Lions Club of Woolgoolga, partnersin running the Science & Engineering Challenge;
help with disposal of auction rubbish.

Woolgoolga High School and its students; including for auction help.

Geoff & Irene Rogers, Woolgoolga Newsagency and Group Newsagency Supplies,
for selling Yeates books at zero margin.

All other family members and Friends of Rotary who helped throughout the year
with activities and events.

All our guest speakers.

30 YEARS OF SERVICE IN 2018

The Rotary Club of Woolgoolga held its Charter dinner on 21 June 1988 at the
Woolgoolga Bowling Club. A provisional club had been started earlier that year,
under the guidance of the Rotary Club of Coffs Harbour. Charter President was
Ian Hickey, and two of those charter members remained members 30 years
later, in mid-2018: active member Rod Mackenzie and honorary member lan
Fitzgerald. An overview of 30 years of service follows.

Woolgoolga facilities for senior citizens

Woolgoolga Seniors Centre resulted from a project
initiated, run and completed by the Clubin 5 years (1999-
2004) with project management, labour and a direct
contribution of over $100,000 to the $420,000 Centre.
The Seniors Centre (right) has served the community
now for 14 years.

Separately, over $95,000 went to help build the
Woolgoolga Retirement Hostel (now Woolgoolga
Retirement Village), mainly in 1988-1992.

Other contributions to local community and to youth

Monthly auctions of donated goods since 4 Nov 1989
have raised approximately $703,000. Apart from raising
funds, the auction provides an important resource for
local needy and those setting up households, as well as
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(Above) old auc-

Seniors Centre under construction c2003; at official tion shed; (r_ight?
opening, 3 May 2004: Luke Hartsuyker MP, Dick Mat-  dinner auctions;
thews, District 9650 Governor John Burkey & Deputy ~ (p26) Retirement

Prime Minister John Anderson; p22: complete (2009) ~ Village: _ turning
rime linister Jonn Anderson; p. comple e( ) the first sod

recycling goods. Other volunteer organisations assist with the auctions and
receive a share of the proceeds. The action happens at the auction shed, which
replaced the earlier shed [photo], destroyed by fire.

Annual dinner auctions (1989-2002) raised over $250,000 and were a highlight

for both the club and the local community [photos]. Annual fish auctions often
added significantly (photo). Many other ways of raising
funds have been used. Recent examples include four
helicopter golf ball drops, a bush dance for the Heritage
Walk, an Africa night, Christmas in July, Art by the Sea
stall, raffles, swap parties, souvenir curry powder packs,
and the Yeates reprint [see later].

Usingthese funds, the Club’s projects have included major contributions toward
construction of Yeates Hall at Woolgoolga Public School, a toddlers’ leisure
pool (photo) at Woolgoolga Swimming
Pool, the netball courts, High St.
sporting fields, basketball court and
clubhouse, skateboard facility, shade
sail (now at the Lifehouse Church
playground; in partnership with
Lions), and the former St Vincent de Paul Residence. Examples of other local
projects include a bus shelter for long-distance coaches (photo after refurbishment
2012); 62 local projects in 2000 under the “Work for the Dole” Program;
equipment & outdoor covered table at Woolgoolga Art Gallery; and a sensory
garden at Rainbow Cottage Preschool.
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The club’s 25th anniversary in 2013 was a notable year, in which we achieved
the Heritage Walk (a community project), Woolgoolga’s 125th Anniversary
Parade, and the Fourth Edition of Yeates’ Woolgoolga: the History of a Village.

Support to many local organisations, estimated at about $862,000 total, has
included six Rural Fire Service Brigades; Corindi Woolgoolga SES; Marine
Rescue Organisation; Surf Lifesaving, Scout and Guide Groups;

schools and school P&Cs, Community Garden, sporting groups,

preschools, Rock Eisteddfod, Woolgoolga Youth Initiative, Hope

for the Children, Woolgoolga Dance Studio, Youth-in-Search,

Northern Beaches Care, All Nations/LifeHouse Community Cafe,

and until 2004 the former Red Cross Blood Bank. The photo shows

YEP inbounder Peter Hjelmqvist (1992-93) giving blood.

Bowelscan, a screening program for bowel cancer that saves
lives, was an important priority for 27 years; after 2017 the
Government took on the task. We support Australian Rotary
Health via a $50 donation for each guest speaker.

Pride in Work (formerly Pride of Workmanship) Awards

commenced in 1992. The club also established the
Woolgoolga Ladies’ Probus Club, and founded an Interact Club at Woolgoolga
High School (1988-2003).

In more recent times, the club’s focus has shifted further toward local youth.
The annual Science and Engineering Challenge started in 2015. A high-priority
annual commitment since 2009 is the Rotary Youth Driver Awareness (RYDA)
day for Year 11 students (photos 2011,
2010). The club also initiated Getting
Out There Day for Year 12 students in
1998, and continues to help fund this.
Small scholarships were developed to
assist students to attend a course or
program that will enhance their opportunity to achieve and contribute to their
community, especially in leadership or management.

Other youth and leadership programs included RYLA (Rotary Youth
Leadership Awards), RYPEN (Rotary Youth
Program of Enrichment), Model United Nations
Assembly (club hosted MUNA in 2010 & 2011),
National Youth Science Forum, Honeywell
Engineering Summer School, public speaking
competition, Rotary Youth in Agriculture, The
Science Experience, and Rymarine. Persistent
Commitment to Education Awards for local

schools started in 1989. MUNA 2010: delegates listen to Ambas-

sador to the U.N. Gary Quinlan’s open-
ing address, Woolgoolga High School
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International service

This summary has so far focused on the club’s contribution to the Woolgoolga
area, but equally strong is the club’s international track record, including
Rotary Australia World Community Service (RAWCS) activities in Indonesia,
Papua New Guinea, the Solomon Islands & Vanuatu.

Fourth Avenue In Motion (FAIM) work in Bulolo, Papua New Guinea, 1991; local helpers learn
on the job, Project Tafea, Tanna, Vanuatu, 2005; Gareth Owen, 2012, and his custom storm shutters, Tanna

Members on Rotary Friendship Exchange have visited Poland, France, USA,
Scotland, Denmark & South Africa, and overseas groups have visited Woolgoolga.

Disaster relief (including ShelterBoxes and an Aquabox), disease prevention
(including End Polio Now, malaria and Ebola), water, sanitation & hygiene
projects; providing surgery; fighting poverty, and helping orphanages are
other examples of international causes supported. For over a decade, we
provided stationery resources to Vanuatu children via “Kits for Kids.”

Very active in the Rotary Youth Exchange Program (YEP), the club has hosted
25 inbound students from 15 countries, while 27 local outbound students
have so far gone to 15 countries across the world. In some years (including
2017) the club provided a scuba diving course for District YEP students.

Youth Exchange Program Inbounders
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Aust-NZ short-term exchange: Kate Bleas-
dale (NZ D9940)/Meg Booth 1998; Rian
Ferguson (NZ D9920/ Bianca McNeill 2015

Year
1989-90
1990-91
1991-92
1992-93
1994
1995-96
1998
1999-00
2000-01
2001-02
2002-03
2003-04
2004-05
2004-05
2005-06
2006-07
2007-08
2008-09
2009-10
2010-11
2011-12
2012-13
2014-15
2016-17
2017-18

Student, Sponsor Club, District, Country
Keiichi Tamanoi, Sapporo North, D251, Japan
Gesine Teusen, Aurich, D185, Germany
Kelly Mathes, Ontonagon/White Springs, D622, Michigan, USA
Peter Hjelmquvist, Ljungby-Kungshogen, D2400, Sweden
Fernando Brandao Coelho Vieira, Santos Dumont, D4580, Brazil
Reiko Asami, Sagamihara Naka, D2780, Japan
Ramiro Ignacio Gonzalez Casco, Gonnet, Gonnet-La Plata, D4910, Argentina
Stefany Roser, Wissembourg, D1680, France
Beatrix (Betty) Munz Lagunes, Huatusco, D4190, Mexico
Constanze (Connie) Sauer, Ulm, D1930, Germany
Jacob Thane, Dianalund-Stenlille-Holberg,D1480, Denmark
Kristina Kiener, Uster, D2000, Switzerland
Trevor Bills, Vermillion, D5370, Canada
Julia Michaux, Namur-Confluent, D2170, Belgium
Sinan Turunz, Altunizade, D2420, Turkey
Cassandra (Cassie) Ines Alverez Cazarin, Boca Del Rio, Coasta De Oro, D4190, Mexico
Johanna (Hanni) Hafellner, Leoben, D1910, Austria
Minami Kadowaki, Sapporo Kita (North), Hokkaido, D 2510, Japan
Laura Hohrein, Mainz 50 Nord, D 1860, Germany
Stina Katharina Palm, Ljungskile, D2360, Sweden
Elisabeth de Halleux, Tournai, D1620, Belgium
Silvia Rodriguez Muruzabal, Pamplona, D2202, Spain
Yuta Tsuchiya, Yuni, Hokkaido, D2510, Japan
Anneliese Schérghuber, Graz-Umgebung Nord, D1910, Austria
Matilde Jakobsen, Naestved, D1480, Denmark

Youth Exchange Program Outbounders
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Year
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1998
1999
2000
2000

Student, Host Club, District, Country
Danielle Canakis, Coimbatiore, D320, India
Damon Shorter, Achim, D1850, Germany
Jarrod Blewitt, Skagen, D1440, Denmark
Kate Booth, Namur, D2170, Belgium
Nicole (Nikki) Canham, Chitose, D2510, Japan
Kirstine Lumb, Los Hornos, D4910, Argentina
Melina Tsembis, Bayrampasa, D2420, Turkey
Alison Unwin, Conselhiero Lafaiete, D4580, MG, Brazil
Gavan Mackenzie, Antony-Hutte, D1870, Germany
Libby Tsembis, Nakhon Si Thommarat, D3350, Thailand
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2000 | Joanna Smede, Selestat+Selestat Centre, D1680, France

2002 | Lauren Beverly-Jones, Alem Paraiba, D4580, Brazil

2003 | Jacqui Lumb, Zurich-Dietikon, D2000, Switzerland

2003 | Laura Unwin, Stockholm-Bromma, D2350, Stockholm, Sweden

2004 | Sian Duryea, Namur Confluent, D2170, Belgium

2005 | Sara Maniatis, Bruxelles Altitude, D2170, Belgium

2006 | Riley Dayhew, Boca del Rio, Coasta de Oro, D4190, Mexico

2009 | Jessica Janet Portsmouth, Bad Oeynhausen-Minden, D1900, Germany

2009 | Ryan Charles Williams, Orizaba Siglo XXI, D4190, Mexico

2010 | Brianna Jade Keys, Alesund, D2280, Norway

2010 | Thomas James Podbury, Alingsas, D2360, Sweden

2011 | Jaimie Mitchell Hunt, De Sao Caetano Do Sul - Olimpico, D4420, Sdo Paulo, Brazil

2012 Paul Harrison, Concepcion, D4835, Argentina

2012 | Rachel Hall, Faborg, D1460, Denmark

2016 | Clarence Harré, Vienna West, D1910, Austria

2016 | Mitchell Huthnance, Nyborg, D1460, Denmark

2017 | Kiahni Huthnance, Nokia, D1390, Finland

PAST CLUB PRESIDENTS
1988-89 lan Hickey 1998-99 John Ottaway 2008-09 Peter Lacy
1989-90 Errol O’Brien 1999-00 Selwyn Rogers 2009-10 Geoff Royal
1990-91 Leo Goodfellow 2000-01 Terry Booth 2010-11 David Fayle
1991-92 David Shorter 2001-02 Rod Mackenzie 2011-12 Norm Michener
1992-93 David Featherstone  2002-03 Keith Minhinnett 2012-13 Pamela Fayle
1993-94  Paul Canakis 2003-04 Dick Matthews 2013-14 Karen Sedgwick
1994-95 Bill Seyner 2004-05 Brian Armstrong 2014-15 Patty Delaney
1995-96 Des Saunders 2005-06 John Martin 2015-16 Leslie Casey
1996-97 Errol O’Brien 2006-07 lan Fitzgerald 2016-17 Norm Michener
1997-98 Geoff Rogers 2007-08 Charles Phipps
PAUL HARRIS FELLOWS
1978 Dennes Fayle 2001 Des Saunders 2010 Sel Rogers (sapphire)
(Armidale) 2002 Ian Hayes 2010 Rob White
1989 Charles Phipps 2004 Keith Messer (sapphire D9650)
(Rose Bay) 2005 Val O’Brien 2011 Frank Dean
1993 John Kramer 2005 Sel Rogers 2011 Pamela Fayle
1994  Errol O’Brien 2006 lla Rogers 2012 Rod Mackenzie
1996 Bill Seyner 2007 Dick Matthews 2012 Terry Booth
1996 Dennis Houghton 2007 Rob White 2012 David Fayle
(Balgowlah) (District 9650) 2013 Don Clinch

1997 lan Fitzgerald 2008 Brian Armstrong 2013 Norm Michener
1998 Stan Alder 2009 Keith Minhinnett 2014 Marie Matthews
1998 Paul Canakis 2009 Elizabeth Phipps 2014 Peter Lacy
1999 John Ottaway 2010 Geoff Royal 2015 Karen Sedgwick
2000 David Shorter 2010 Dick Matthews 2015 Patty Delaney

2000

Leo Goodfellow

(sapphire)
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Donations 2017-2018
Helping build our local community
Via assistance for Rotary’s monthly auctions, 11 local groups were able to benefit from
donations totalling $8,500 (see p8).

Cardiopulmonary resuscitation & defibrillator courses for locals $350
Tutoring workshops for local indigenous children $300
Lifehouse Church Community Cafe $500
CanDo Cancer Trust (supports local cancer patients & families) $500
C.ex Community Crew Sleep Out $200
Compassionate grant for local family (RAWCS Rotary Aust. Compassionate Grant) ~ $500
30th anniversary Art Competition prizes $500
Coffs Harbour Eisteddfod prizes $100
Woolgoolga Heritage Walk brochures $231
Avocado tree for Woolgoolga Community Garden $S60
Lifeline North Coast $500

Opportunities and support for local youth
Rotary Youth Driver Awareness day (88% covered by Comm’y Road Safety Grant) $3,092

Science and Engineering Challenge (including new tables) $750
Primary school Great Debate (Mullaway Public School) $100
Club scholarship (assisting one recipient) $150
Woolgoolga High School (6 individual awards for end-of-year presentations) $150
Woolgoolga Public School (end-of-year presentations) $200
Mullaway Public School (end-of-year presentations) $200
Corindi Public School (end-of-year presentations) $200
Sandy Beach Public School (end-of-year presentations) $200
St Francis Xavier Primary School $200
Rotary Public Speaking Contest $100
Supporting Australian causes

Australian Rotary Health (to add: $50 per guest speaker at club meetings) $1,201

Fight against cancer; Palwinder Rai’s Coffs—Gold Coast run (Cancer Council Vict.) $100
and International causes

Rotary’s worldwide work through The Rotary Foundation $2,500
Polio global eradication through Rotary’s “End Polio Now” $1,000
Rotarians Against Malaria (RAM; including funds from Swap Party) $1,600
Indonesia: household sanitation (NTT Small Grants project, a RAWCS project) $1,000
Helping build hospital in Nepal for women with prolapse (A4WH, RAWCS) $1,000
Social Development Centre Orphanage, Nepal (from plant stall & swap party) $1,250
Water, sanitation & hygiene, Uganda (Samuel Owori Memorial WASH Project) $1,000
Myanmar Crisis Appeal (through Red Cross) for Rohingya Refugees $500
India: safe water for schools (5190 set aside for extension of District project) -
Operation Cleft (Bangladesh) $200
Rotary Australia World Community Service (RAWCS) $70
Youth Exchange Program costs $5,470

Subtotal $25,474

Donations to auction helper groups $8,500

TOTAL (including cost of running youth programs) $33,974

Pledge for proposed Multipurpose Centre for Woolgoolga & Northern Beaches $20,000



2017-2018 theme 2018-2019 theme

The Four-Way Test
Of the things we think, say or do:
1. Is it the TRUTH?
2. s it FAIR to all concerned?
3. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?

e BENE cer

The Object of Rotary

The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a
basis of worthy enterprise and, in particular, to encourage and foster:

o FIRST. The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service;

e SECOND. High ethical standards in business and professions, the
recognition of the worthiness of all useful occupations, and the dignifying
of each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve society;

THIRD. The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian’s
personal, business, and community life;

FOURTH. The advancement of international understanding,
goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of business and
professional persons united in the ideal of service.

The Rotary Motto: Service above self






