
2009-2010 theme 2010-2011 theme 

The Four-Way Test 
The test, which has been translated into more than 100 
languages, asks the following questions:  
Of the things we think, say or do:  

1. Is it the TRUTH?
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

The Object of Rotary 
The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of 
service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in particular, to 
encourage and foster:  

• FIRST.  The development of acquaintance as an
opportunity for service;

• SECOND.  High ethical standards in business and
professions, the recognition of the worthiness of all useful
occupations, and the dignifying of each Rotarian’s
occupation as an opportunity to serve society;

• THIRD.  The application of the ideal of service in each
Rotarian’s personal, business, and community life;

• FOURTH.  The advancement of international
understanding, goodwill, and peace through a world
fellowship of business and professional persons united in
the ideal of service.

Rotary Club of Woolgoolga Inc.

Annual Report 2009-2010 
and 

Changeover Dinner Program 

Club President Geoff Royal 

District Governor Neville Parsons 

Rotary International President John Kenny 
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22 Years of Service: Woolgoolga Rotary  
The Rotary Club of Woolgoolga held its Charter dinner on Tuesday 
21 June 1988;  tonight, at the same venue, the Woolgoolga Bowling 
Club, we celebrate the Club’s 22nd birthday.  A provisional club had 
been started earlier that year, under the guidance of the Rotary 
Club of Coffs Harbour.  Charter President was Ian Hickey, and 
three of those charter members remain members today: Rod 
Mackenzie, Clive Joass, and Ian Fitzgerald (Honorary).   

The Club’s contribution to the local community has been so strong 
that only the main highlights can be listed here.   
• assisted in the development of a Woolgoolga Retirement Hostel 

(now Village), with >$95,000 donated, mainly in 1988-1992  
• monthly auctions since Sat 4 Nov 1989 (have raised ~$450,000) 
• annual Dinner Auctions (1989 to 2002, raised over $250,000) 
• Woolgoolga Seniors Centre, a project initiated, run and 

completed by the Club in 5 years (1999-2004) with project 
management, labour & a direct contribution of over $90,000 to 
the $420,000 Centre [other major funders were the NSW Govt, 
Coffs Harbour City Council, BCU, and Lions Club of Woolgoolga] 

• helped establish Netball Courts ($18,000), new High St Sporting 
Fields ($45,000), Basketball Court and Clubhouse for youth 
($10,000), and Skateboard Facility ($5,000) 

• constructed Bus Shelter for long-distance coaches (labour & 
$3,000) 

• Toddlers’ Leisure Pool at Woolgoolga Swimming Pool ($10,000) 
• 62 local projects completed during 2000 by the Rotary-

coordinated “Work for the Dole” Program, also benefitting the 

29 participants 
• BowelScan (since 1989) 
• Blood, Sweat & Tears Awards for local schools’ annual end-of-

year presentations, since 1989 
• established Interact Club at Woolgoolga High (1988-2003) 
• established Woolgoolga Men’s and Ladies’ Probus Clubs 
• initiated Getting Out There Day 
• Rotary Youth Exchange Program (YEP) 
• RYLA and RYPEN 
• MUNA 
• Pride of Workmanship Awards, since 1992, rewarding 

employees who display diligence, dedication and pride in their 
work 

• Support to many local organisations, estimated at over 
$750,000 total, including six local volunteer Rural Fire Service 
Brigades, Corindi SES, Marine Rescue Organisation, Surf 
Lifesaving, Scouts, Guides, Sporting groups, Pre-Schools, Rock 
Eisteddfod (Woolgoolga High), Woolgoolga Youth Initiative and 
Northern Beaches Youth Centre, Hope for the Childen, 
Woolgoolga Dance Studio, Youth-in-Search, former Red Cross 
Blood Bank, former St Vincent de Paul Residence, ??? 

 

In April 2007, the Club inducted its first female member. At that 
time, the tradition of all-male membership was still strong, and 
regrettably, five long-standing members resigned. By early 2010, 
with a strong influx of new members, numbers had recovered to 25 
– the same number as at Charter. One-fifth of those members are 
female, and they bring a fresh and dynamic approach to the 
culture of the club. The incoming Board includes 3 females. It is 
important to realise, though, that throughout the Club’s history 
and Rock Eisteddfod (Woolgoolga High)still today, female partners 
have made a consistently strong, and indeed, essential 
contribution.   
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Welcome from Club President, Geoff Royal 
 

Dear guests and friends 

Welcome everyone, and thank you for joining us to 
celebrate an exceptional year. 

Two highlights of the year have been the first time 
participation of the Club in running a Rotary Youth 
Driver Awareness program (RYDA) and in hosting a 
Model United Nations Assembly (MUNA). 

I would like to thank all members and their partners for 
their support during the year in our many programs. 

I would also like to thank those families who have 
hosted our exchange student Laura Hohrein. 

Enjoy your evening.   

Geoff Royal 
President, 2009-2010 

 

Held on Monday 21 June 2010 at the Woolgoolga Bowling Club, the 
22nd anniversary of our Rotary Club’s Charter dinner on Tuesday 

21 June 1988 at the same venue. 

 
ABN 82 694 997 344 District 9650  Club 25447 

 
MEMBERS 

John Arkan Brian Armstrong* 
Patricia (Trish) Baker  Terry Booth  
Bill Carroll Patty Delaney 
David Edwards  Pamela Fayle  
David Fayle Clive Joass 
Peter Lacy Rod Mackenzie  
Dick Matthews  Norm Michener  
Alastair Milroy  Keith Minhinnett  
Merv Richardson  Selwyn Rogers  
Geoff Royal Karen Sedgwick  
George Smede  Rob White 
Ray Willing Echah Wright 
Mark Wright  

25 total at 21 June; 24 thereafter (*to 21 June 2010; transferring Club) 
HONORARY MEMBERS 

Paul Canakis Ian Fitzgerald Charles Phipps 
  

PAST CLUB PRESIDENTS 
1988-90 Ian Hickey 
1989-90 Errol O’Brien 
1990-91 Leo Goodfellow 
1991-92 David Shorter 
1992-93 David Featherstone 
1993-94 Paul Canakis 
1994-95 Bill Seyner 
1995-96 Des Saunders 
1996-97 Errol O’Brien 
1997-98 Geoff Rogers 
1998-99 John Ottaway 
1999-00 Selwyn Rogers 
2000-01 Terry Booth 
2001-02 Rod Mackenzie 
2002-03 Keith Minhinnett 
2003-04 Dick Matthews 
2004-05 Brian Armstrong 
2005-06 John Martin 
2006-07 Ian Fitzgerald 
2007-08 Charles Phipps 
2008-09 Peter Lacy 

 PAUL HARRIS FELLOWS 
1992 Charles Phipps 
1993 John Kramer 
1994 Errol O’Brien 
1995 Bill Seyner 
1996 Ian Fitzgerald 
1997 Stan Alder 
1998 Paul Canakis 
1999 John Ottaway 
2001 David Shorter 
2001 Leo Goodfellow 
2001 Des Saunders 
2002 Ian Hayes 
2004 Keith Messer 
2005 Val O’Brien 
2005 Sel Rogers 
2006 Ila Rogers 
2007 Dick Matthews 
2007 Rob White 
2008 Brian Armstrong 
2009 Keith Minhinnett 
2009 Elizabeth Phipps 
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Aug Gillian Sward, solicitor: Preparing legally for later years 
Jim and Heidi Arnold: Feedback on RYDA day 

Sep Peter Newbold & Lisa Dockree, Tursa Employment Agency: Local 
unemployment and job issues 

Dean Evans, optometrist: Eye health issues 
Rob White, District RAWCS Chairman: RAWCS Overview 
Geoff Royal, Club President, on trip to Sth Africa, Swaziland & 

Zimbabwe 
Oct Vicki Dover: Update and future plans at Woolgoolga Retirement Village 

Charles Phipps: Mount St Helen; earthquakes & tsunamis in South 
Pacific 

Nov Ian Wade, CH Challenge: Coffs Harbour Challenge 
Maggie Symons: Motor homing 
Harry Durey, District TRF Chair: The Rotary Foundation 
Meg Jenkins: Contributing to Australia’s aid program in Laos 
Councillor Bill Palmer (Joint meeting with Coffs Harbour South Rotary): 

Shannon Creek Dam 
Mark Linney: Bowelscans 

Jan Clyde Treadwell, Manager Land Use Planning, Coffs Harbour City 
Council: An overview of land use planning 

Ryan Williams & Jessica Portsmouth, YEP rebounders, on their YEP year 
Feb Annie Solomon-Finch & Jackie French, Northern Beaches CARE: Northern 

Beaches CARE 
Pam Fayle: Violins 
Meena Singh, Pharmacist: Medication issues 
Tim Fayle, Forensic Scientist: Fingerprints & crime scene investigation 

Mar Valerie & John Taffs, Rainbow’s End Resort: Zimbabwe to Rainbow’s End 
(Halfway Creek): the journey 

Carl Freeman, Northern Beaches Youth Centre: Update on Northern 
Beaches Youth Centre 

Peter and Amelia Ward, describing how Amelia’s new skin splints 
improve her ability to cope with her medical condition 

Apr Bill Forrest (PDG): Boundaries 
David Hanger: Jesus & the public agenda 

May Ryan Williams: Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) feedback 
Scott Hunt:  Woolgoolga Swimming Pool - the ongoing saga 
Patty Delaney:  Relay for Life 
Laura Hohrein (2): Germany between Tradition and Future;  
 Safari report 

Jun Rashmere Bhatti: History of Punjabi Sikh community settlement in 
Woolgoolga 

DINNER PROGRAM 
21 June 2010 

 

6:00 pm Pre-dinner mixer with finger food  
6:30 pm Call to order MC Pamela Fayle 
 Grace and Toast Norm Michener 
 Introduction of guests; Apologies; 

Formal welcome 
Pamela Fayle 

 Objects of Rotary;  Four-Way Test Patty Delaney; 
Terry Booth 

6:45 pm DINNER SERVED  
7:15 pm Toast to Rotary International David Edwards 
 Response to the toast District Governor’s 

representative PDG 
Garry Johnson  

 Sergeant’s session  Norm Michener 
7:40 pm DESSERT SERVED  
8:00 pm Woolgoolga Rotary’s past year Geoff Royal 
8:15 pm Report on RYAG Equine Holly Lockwood 
8:20 pm Tea and coffee;   

lucky door prize draw 
 

8:30 pm Presentation to Laura Hohrein 
Presentation to Brian Armstrong 
Rotarian of the Year 
Paul Harris Fellow presentation 
Induction of incoming President 
Presentation of Past President’s 
badge 
Induction of incoming Board 
Incoming President’s address 

Geoff Royal 
 
 
PDG Garry Johnson 
Geoff Royal 
David Fayle 

9:10 pm Closing remarks and National Anthem MC Pamela Fayle 
 



 
4 17 

 

 Outgoing / Incoming Office Bearers 
Outgoing Incoming 

BOARD 
President Geoff Royal 
President-elect David Fayle 
Vice president Sel Rogers 
Past president Peter Lacy 
Secretary David Fayle 
Treasurer Geoff Royal (from Jan) 
 Ray Willing (until Jan) 
Services Director Keith Minhinnett 
Directors: 
Membership & Public Relations 
 Pam Fayle 
Youth Service (shared) 
Rotary Foundation & International 
Service Patty Delaney 
Community Service (shared) 
Vocational Service (shared) 
Club Service Pam Fayle 

BOARD 
President David Fayle 
President-elect Norm Michener 
Vice president Sel Rogers 
Past president Geoff Royal 
Secretary Bill Carroll 
Treasurer Geoff Royal 
Directors: 
Auctions Sel Rogers 
Youth and Vocational Service 
 Karen Sedgwick 
YEP and International Service
 Patty Delaney 
Community Service
 David Edwards 
Club Service Norm Michener 
Membership & Public Relations
 Pam Fayle 

POSITIONS NOT ON BOARD: 
Sergeant Norm Michener 
Corporal Terry Booth 
Lance-Corporal David Edwards 
Woopi Whisper Editors: Pam Fayle 
/ Ray Willing / David Fayle 
Auction Shed Manager: Sel Rogers 
Auction helper schedule & 
advertising Dick Matthews 
YEP Counsellor Patty Delaney 
BowelScan David Edwards 
RYDA Keith Minhinnett 
Fish auction Terry Booth 
OH&S/Insurance Keith Minhinnett 

POSITIONS NOT ON BOARD: 
Sergeant Rod Mackenzie  
Corporal Peter Lacy 
Lance-Corporals Merv Richardson, 
 Terry Booth 
Woopi Whisper Editor Pam Fayle 
Occupation Health & 
Safety/Insurance Bill Carroll 
 

DISTRICT POSITIONS 
Rotary Australia World Community 
Service (RAWCS) Chair Rob White 
Model United Nations Assembly 
(MUNA) Chair Pam Fayle 

DISTRICT POSITION 
Model United Nations Assembly 
(MUNA) Chair Pam Fayle 

 

9 Nov 09 (AW) re Public Speaking coming MUNA 
 (ACH) re the coming MUNA 
18 Jan 10 (AW) departure of Outbound YEP students 
25 Jan 10 (AW) arrival of Inbound YEP students 
15 Feb 10 (Ind, AW) re returned YEP students 
22 Feb 10 (AW) Holly Wall wins through to final of public speaking  
25 Feb 10 (Ind) Rotary auction to help Haiti (page 2) 
 (AW) departure of outbound YEP students 
1 Mar 10 (AW) re sharing auction proceeds with Haiti 
 (AW) BowelScan 
5 Apr 10 (AW) Take Care to Get There 
 (AW) grant from Supa IGA to Woolgoolga Rotary 
8 Apr 10 (Ind) re Karen Sedgwick working at Rotary Book Fair 
30 Apr 10 (ACH) plugging MUNA pre-event (page 3) 
10,13 May 10 (AW, Ind) plugging MUNA pre-event 
13 May 10 (Wauchope Gazette) plugging MUNA pre-event 
14 May 10 (R) ABC Regional re MUNA (Pam Fayle live) 
17 May 10 (AW) MUNA wrap-up 
24 May 10 (Port Macquarie News) MUNA wrap-up 
post MUNA (R) several local ABC and Coffs local, on MUNA 
 (R) Tamworth ABC re MUNA interviewing students live 
Many School and Rotary newsletters carried articles on MUNA 
Also for 11 months, 2 ads per month in AW for monthly auctions, and 
2 ads before BowelScan;  (R) several auction ads on 2AIR-FM. 

Guest speakers 
Woolgoolga Rotary enjoyed a rich and varied spectrum of presentations 
by 42 guest speakers during the year.  This impressive list will serve to 
remind us of how crucial these talks are in helping to keep the weekly 
Monday meetings enjoyable, entertaining, educating, and attractive.   
Jul Dana Eden, Fall Prevention Australasia: Fall prevention 

Craig Milburn, Director Corporate Business, Coffs Harbour Council: 
Budget position, pressures & planning 
Keith Minhinnett: An amateur’s take on humble Hebel 

Aug Dr Mark Kallman: Unusual snake biology & adaptations 
Councillor Mark Graham, Coffs Harbour City Council: Which way forward 
for the Mid North Coast? 
DG Neville Parsons (official visit):  District 9650 club presentation for 
official visit program; The origin of the Four-Way Test 
Dokta Eugene Leduce, Victoria International Volunteer Association 
(VIVA):  Experiences in Lenakel Hospital, Vanuatu 

 



 

16 5 
 

Further Acknowledgements 
All the kind people donating goods for auctions 
Carlo’s Supa IGA for $500 donation from Community Chest 
Neil Currall, Currall’s Smash Repairs 
Host parents for YEP students and visits 
Woolgoolga High School and its students  
Corindi Connections, Corindi Community Group 
Lions Club of Woolgoolga 
TAMEX Transport (Tamworth) 
PK Express (O’Keefe Drive Coffs Harbour) 
Tech-Random, upstairs in Beach St, Woolgoolga 
Woolgoolga Post Office 
Sando’s Cake & Hotbake, Woolgoolga Plaza 
Northern Beaches Youth Centre 
Woolgoolga Bowling Club 
Woolgoolga RSL Club 
Woolgoolga Seniors Centre 
Woolgoolga Community Hall 
Woolgoolga Newsagency & Group Newsagency Supplies 
Mike Blewitt Ford 
Ryan’s Earthmoving  
Microsoft (donation of $3,025 of Office software) 
MUNA acknowledgements in special Whisper edition 

CWA 
The Advertiser 
Tom Kelly  
Frank Dean 
Holly Wall 
John Elliott 
Les Burrell 
Jim Woodhill 
Geoff Corner 
Matt Corner 
Jim Arnold 
Heidi Arnold 
Tony Saunders 
John Black 
John Alford 
Robert Hoiles 
Dr Rouan Lerm 
Ireene Prince 
Tim Roe 
Ryan’s Bus Service 

All family members and Friends of Rotary who helped throughout the year 
at auctions, RYDA, MUNA and other events 

Media coverage of Woolgoolga Rotary  
There was extensive media coverage of Woolgoolga Rotary throughout the 
year.  (AW) Advertiser, Woolgoolga; (Ind) Coffs Coast Independent; (ACH) 
Advocate Coffs Harbour; (P) other print media; (R) radio; (TV) television. 
6 Jul 09 (AW) DSG grant to Woolgoolga Art Gallery 
7 Jul 09 (ACH) DSG grant to Rainbow Cottage 
Jun 09 (P: Woolgoolga Art Group magazine) thank you to Woolgoolga 

Rotary for Lillipilli donation 
10 Aug 09 (AW) arrival of Laura Hohrein 
Aug 09 (TV) coverage of RYDA on local Prime TV 
Aug 09 (R)  ABC Regional re RYDA (Pam Fayle live) 
24 Aug 09 (AW) re RYDA 
31 Aug 09 (AW) re bra project 
Aug 09 etc (P) Corindi Connections, regular ads: auction dates/partners 
unrecorded (R) ABC Regional re YEP (Pam Fayle live) 
2 Nov 09 (AW) re the coming MUNA 

2009-2010 — A YEAR OF ACHIEVEMENT 
REPORT BY PRESIDENT & BOARD MEMBERS 

We are here tonight to celebrate a most fulfilling 
year which included two major programs that were 
“firsts” for this Club to run: the Rotary Youth Driver 
Awareness (RYDA) program and the Model United 
Nations Assembly (MUNA).  Both have been judged 
as very successful.  Also, the new “Take Care to Get 
There” sticker, now a Rotary project, was 
conceived and initiated. 

These were just three of an extensive list of 
achievements, underpinned by our major 
fundraiser, the Monthly Auctions.  The amount 
raised this year has been most satisfying, and has 
allowed us to help a large number of causes, 
locally, nationally and internationally, which we will 
list later in this report.   

The auction has a range of benefits for our Club and 
the community in addition to its core purpose of 
fundraising: 
• It enables us to assist other local volunteer 

organisations (auction helpers) to raise much 
needed funds for themselves. 

• It plays an important environmental role in 
recycling goods. 

• It provides an important resource for the local 
needy and for those setting up households. 

• It is an ideal source of Rotary fellowship for 
members and their families, where everyone 
meets and works towards a common goal.  

• It provides a mechanism to showcase Rotary and 
the Woolgoolga Rotary Club, and is viewed very 
positively in the community. 

For the first time in the 21 years since the initial 
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auction, we had to miss a month because of 
bad weather. Despite that, the year’s auctions 
have realised over $29,000, used for all the 
programs and causes described later.  

The annual Fish Auction, held on the weekend 
of 27-28 March in conjunction with the Coffs  

Harbour Bluewater Freedivers, was an unprecedented success with 
an abundant spearfishing haul, great weather, and a strong effort 
by club members.  

 
 

 
 

 

Early in the Rotary year, two 
openings celebrated new 
facilities enabled by Rotary 
District Simplified Grants: 
Woolgoolga Art Group on 
3 July, commissioning new 
equipment; and Rainbow 
Cottage’s Rainbow Carpet 
Snake Sensory Garden on 
6 July.  

News arrived of a world record to Australia: the longest bra chain 
(166,735 bras/163km), including Woopi’s contribution. A great 
result for breast cancer awareness & the McGrath Foundation, and 
bras went to those in needy countries. 

Rotary Youth Driver Awareness (RYDA) day in August opened the 
eyes of 111 students from Woolgoolga High School to a wide 
variety of issues related to road safety.  Six groups rotated through 
six modules:  stopping distances, with a car and a fire tanker; 
hazard perception; safe celebrating and fatigue; “Your Choice” 
(police and ambulance); finance and insurance; and the most  
 

Special mentions 
Keith Minhinnett for organising our first RYDA; “D1 and D2” (Davids Fayle 

and Edwards) assisting 
Pamela Fayle for organising our first MUNA 
David Edwards for organising BowelScan 
Sel Rogers and Dick Matthews for auction pickups, tip runs & shed 

maintenance, assisted by Geoff Royal, Norm Michener, Merv 
Richardson, Echah Wright, Terry Booth, David Fayle etc. 

Ila Rogers for auction shed and function catering, assisted by many 
Elizabeth Phipps, Marie Matthews, Edith and Eric White for auction shed 
Karen Sedgwick for organising the bra project 
Norm and Helen Michener for initiating the Take Care to Get There 

sticker project 
Pamela Fayle, David Fayle, Judy Jackson & Ray Willing for Woopi Whisper 
Patty Delaney for going the extra mile in YEP Counselling 
Geoff Royal for taking on additional Treasurer role in January 
Keith Minhinnett for the dive course for visiting District YEP students 
Rob White for 5 years in District RAWCS Chair positions 

 

Auctions:  local partners benefitting through helping at auction 
Total support of local partners from 10 auctions:  $6,750 
July Mullaway & Woolgoolga Rural Fire Services 
August Sherwood Creek Rural Fire Service 
September Woolgoolga High School  
October Youth Exchange Program outbounders 
November Corindi-Red Rock Rural Fire Service 
December Corindi Community Group 
February Mullawarra Dunecare Group 
March (postponed due to bad weather) 
April Woolgoolga Rural Fire Service 
May Red-Rock-Corindi Surf Lifesaving Club 
June Corindi SES 

A big thank you to these organisations for their help on the day. 
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Donations from Rotary Club of Woolgoolga 
TOTAL including proportion of auction proceeds going to local 
organisations (auction help), shown separately on next page 
Lifeline Western Australia, in honour of Dr Camille Michener 
RAWCS:  water tanks for Tanna, Vanuatu 
RAWCS:  for computer for Tafea, Vanuatu 
RAWCS:  for a solar light for Tafea, Vanuatu 
RAWCS:  from sales of supporter’s stickers 
Kits for Kids (funds from District 9650 RAWCS + DS grant) 
PolioPlus (The Rotary Foundation) 
Haiti earthquake: The Australian Rotary Foundation Trust 
ShelterBox No.6570  (deployed after typhoon in Phillippines) 
Project Cleft  (operations for Bangladeshis with cleft palate) 
Red-Rock-Corindi Surf Lifesaving Club (help replace stolen rubber dinghy) 
All Nations Church Community Cafe weekly service 
Westpac Life Saver Rescue Helicopter 
Starlight Foundation via the Starlight Trek 
Red Cross– recipient chosen by quiz winner Helen Michener 
Red Cross – part proceeds from Fish Auction 
Australian Rotary Health 
Relay for Life (Cancer Council) 
Country Womens Association (in return for electricity) 
Model United Nations Assembly (MUNA) teams from Woolgoolga 
Getting Out There Day (Woolgoolga High School) 
Woolgoolga High School (end-of-year presentation) 
Woolgoolga Public School  (end-of-year presentation) 
Mullaway Public School  (end-of-year presentation) 
Corindi Public School  (end-of-year presentation) 
Sandy Beach Public School  (end-of-year presentation) 
St Francis Xavier School  (end-of-year presentation) 
Lillipilli Exhibition (Woolgoolga Art Group) 
Rotary Youth Leadership Awards participant Ryan Williams (course fee) 
RYAG Equine participant Holly Lockwood (course fee) 
Public speaking contestant Holly Wall (expenses) 
The Science Experience (sponsoring attendee from Gulargambone NSW) 
The Rotary Foundation Annual Program Funds  

$27,100 
 

$231.15 
$2,500 

$250 
$400 
$150 

$1,788 
$1,200 

$750 
$1,200 

$250 
$1,200 

$600 
$200 
$500 
$500 
$500 
$500 
$500 
$480 
$720 

$2,000 
$200 
$200 
$200 
$200 
$200 
$200 
$125 
$695 
$200 
$180 
$345 

$1,200 
Plus (not included in donation total) sales of PolioPlus Christmas Cakes 
and sales of Papua New Guinea Coffee (assisting RAWCS & a PNG area) 

$960 
$180 

 

 

moving session, the personal story of young crash 
survivor Les Burrell.  The day was judged a great 
success by the students, teachers, & RYDA 
Australia, but its true success will be in reducing 
the chance of death and injury on our roads. 

  

 

   

The Club funded a ShelterBox, which was deployed in the Philippines in 
November 2009 after the typhoon that hit Manila.  The ShelterBox contained 
disaster-relief supplies for ten people, including thermal blankets, a dome 
tent, tools and other survival equipment, and it provided dry shelter, a warm 
bed, light and heat, clean water, cooking aids, tools and the ShelterBox itself. 

 

 

 

  

 

 
Only one student participated in the Windsong Travel Public Speaking 
Contest this year, but she made it all the way through to the grand final at the 
District Conference in Port Macquarie.  Holly Wall, we’re proud of you!  
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A traditional Club strength is the Youth Exchange Program (YEP).  
Inbounder Minami Kadowaki from Hokkaido, Japan rebounded late 
last June. Laura Hohrein arrived from Mainz, Germany on 25 July 
2009, and has almost completed a great year here, with host 
families Patty Delaney (Club YEP Director/Counsellor) and Graeme, 
the Portsmouths, the Van Gastels and the Morgans.  We are 
expecting Stina Palm from Ljungskile, Sweden on 31 July. This 
year we have had four Outbounders:  Ryan Williams in Orizaba, 
Mexico and Jessica Portsmouth in Minden, Germany rebounded in 
Jan 2010, and departing in the same month were Brianna Keys to 
Ålesund, Norway and Tom Podbury to Alingsås, Sweden.  A 
fantastic experience for all four, and they are great ambassadors 
for our Club and for Australia.   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

thinking about global issues that confront 
us all, and what Australians might be 
able to do about them.  A total of 34 
resolutions were debated during the 
weekend, and exactly half (17) were 
passed.   

The club sponsored Ryan Williams to attend the Rotary Youth 
Leadership Award (RYLA) week in Bonnie Hills; Holly Lockwood to  

 

participate in Rotary Youth In Agriculture 
(RYAG)-Equine in Tamworth; and a student 
from Gulargambone Central School in western 
NSW, Rorey Millgate, to attend The Science 
Experience at University of NSW later in 2010. 

Club members helped man the gates at Curryfest in April. 

Following the devastating earthquake in Haiti, Rotary 
internationally responded with a huge commitment, both initially 
and still during the rebuilding phase. Our club donated one-quarter 
of the net proceeds of a monthly auction to do our bit to help. 
Other causes supported included Mental Health, through Lifeline 
and Australian Rotary Health, to follow last year’s support for 
rural mental health through the Black Dog Institute, a CD produced 
by Lesley Fitzgerald.  Donations also went to Operation Cleft, 
which provides life-changing operations for Bangladeshis with cleft 
palates, and Relay for Life (Cancer Council), battling cancer. 
During August the Club reassessed its priorities for spending on 
projects and causes, and the best way of raising the funds needed.  
Key findings included:  

• Effort and expenditure should be predominantly locally focused 
but expenditure nationally & internationally are also important. 

• Some projects were widely given high priority by members: 
Bowelscan, RYDA, YEP, Getting Out There Day, MUNA, Public 
Speaking, Pride of Workmanship, RYLA, and PolioPlus. 

• The auction should continue to be the club’s major fundraiser. 
In addition to raising the bulk of necessary funds, the auction 
provides multiple benefits to the club and the community. 
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Amelia Ward and her father Peter Ward 
spoke about the improvement to Amelia’s 
quality of life provided by her new  
skin splints, recently 
funded by the Club. 

(They were two of our 42 
guest speakers during the 
year — a rich and varied 
program.) 

Our delegation to the 
Rotary District Conference 
in Port Macquarie included 
our public speaking finalist 
Holly Wall, who provided 
one of many highlights of 
this excellent conference.  

 

 

Representatives from the Club attended all but one of the end-of-
year presentation ceremonies at the local schools, and the Club 
also provided donations to support these ceremonies.  The Club 
was also represented at the ANZAC Day march and wreathlaying. 

For the first time, Woolgoolga Rotary organised 
and ran the District Model United Nations 
Assembly (MUNA), held at the Woolgoolga High 
School auditorium on the weekend of 15-16 May 
2010. MUNA ran like clockwork and was judged a 
great success by those participating.  Teams  
representing 31 countries participated, comprising students —
future leaders — from all over northern NSW.  MUNA commenced 
with a specially recorded speech to delegates from Australia’s  
Ambassador to the United Nations, 
H.E. Gary Quinlan, displayed on the 
giant screen. Mr Quinlan welcomed 
the delegates, and requested a report 
on the discussions and resolutions, to 
give insight into the delegates’  

District YEP students visited Woolgoolga several times, including 
for a week-long scuba-diving course.  They are a close-knit bunch, 
and the frequent partings are something to behold! 

The Club sponsored and participated in Getting Out There Day, a 
day-long program that assists the Year 12 students from 
Woolgoolga High School to make the transition to life beyond 
school.  Topics include kick-starting a career; road responsibilities 
and rules; healthy eating on a budget; relationships and sexual 
health; mental health; and assistance programs available from 
government.  This important program was originally initiated by 
Woolgoolga Rotary Club. 

Our visit to Shannon Creek Dam on a scorcher in late November 
was preceded by an evening presentation by Councillor Bill Palmer 
on the project in a combined meeting at Coffs Harbour South 
Rotary. 

     
Other social highlights were the Italian Luncheon hosted by Ila and 
Sel Rogers, the Christmas party and the barbeque hosted by 
Sawtell Rotary, held at Boambee Creek Reserve.  The Club also 
helped out at the All Nations Church Community Cafe Christmas 
function for the underprivileged in our community, as well as 
donating to support the weekly Community Cafe. 

 
 

 

 
BowelScan is one of Woolgoolga Club’s highest priority programs. 
Bowel cancer is Australia’s number 1 internal cancer, killing over 
4000 per year –- but it is often curable if caught early.  Every 
March, Rotary across the nation mobilises to sell $8 BowelScan kits 
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in an effort to intercept bowel cancer at an early stage and reduce 
the number of lives shortened or ruined by cancer.  Despite the 
weather and adverse publicity about the Government kits (which 
work differently), the Club sold 540 kits. For some users, the $8 
spent may just save their lives. 

 
The “Take Care to Get There” Sticker program is a new initiative 
started by Norm and Helen Michener in memory of their daughter, 
Dr Camille Michener, tragically killed in a car accident.  The 
concept is that people who have lost someone close through a road 
accident may display the sticker on their vehicle or folder (as 
examples), to positively influence driver behaviour.  Camille, a 
doctor training in obstetrics and gynaecology, was widely admired: 
a very high achiever who also did much volunteer work, as a 
Lifeline Counsellor; involved in a national campaign against unsafe 
working hours for young doctors; Chair of the Australian Medical 
Association Doctors in Training Committee (WA); and a volunteer in 
Banda Aceh following the 2004 tsunami, and in Vanuatu. 

Polio causes paralysis and is sometimes fatal, and is highly 
infectious.  Rotary is committed to eradicating polio from the 
world, and great progress has been made: in the two decades since 
Rotary & its partners launched the Global Polio Eradication 
Initiative, cases worldwide have decreased by 99%.  The disease 
remains endemic in just 4 countries – Afghanistan, India, Nigeria 
and Pakistan – although other countries remain at risk.  Rotary is 
currently working to raise a further US$200 million toward a 
US$355 million challenge grant from the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation ($126m raised to date).  The resulting $555m will help 
address the critical funding gap for immunisation.  Woolgoolga 
Rotary donated again to this cause through PolioPlus (The Rotary  

Foundation) and sale of Polio Challenge Christmas fruit cakes. 

Our Rotary District has a long-running project to improve the life 
of the population on the island of Tanna, Vanuatu.  During the 
year, Woolgoolga Rotary has provided one and a half large water 
tanks, abolishing a 3-hour walk by the women to fetch water; as 
well as a computer; a solar light; and school supplies for 400 
children.  Project Tafea is run through Rotary Australia World 
Community Service (RAWCS). Club member Rob White retired as 

 

District RAWCS 
Chairman in 
May, having 
served for 2 
years (following 
3 years as FAIM 
Chairman).  

Forty Kits for 10 Kids have just been delivered to Tanna to help 
provide sorely needed educational supplies for the village schools 
in this disadvantaged region. Each kit contains stationery sufficient 
for 10 schoolchildren for one year.  There are 72 schools on Tanna, 
educating about 1700 children. We have been doing this now for 6 
years, a contribution to one of four Rotary International Themes 
for 2009-2010, literacy.  
The Rotary Foundation 
helped fund the project 
with a District Simplified 
Grant to D9650 RAWCS. 
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