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 Next MEETING :  Monday 9 March 

International Women’s Day is Sunday 8 March, so that is our 
theme for our 9 March meeting .  Members should prepare a   
2-minuter on a remarkable woman.  Throughout history there 
have often been  amazing women, whom today many have not 
heard of ….do some research and shed some light on a woman 
we should all know more about.   

Notable women in Rotary include Jennifer Jones, the first female Rotary International       
President (2022-23), and Stephanie A. Urchick, the 2024-25 president. Other key figures    
include Sylvia Whitlock (first female club president) and pioneers like Mary Lou Elliott, who 
helped overturn the ban on women members in 1987. These leaders have been pivotal in 
polio eradication, humanitarian projects, and promoting diversity within the organization. 
 

9th February MEETING :       

 Aliyah Knight, our 2025 Youth Exchange Student, attended and gave us 
some feedback on her experiences living in Brazil last year. Aliyah has  
returned to Woopi High and was still coming down from her wonderful  
experience and getting back into everyday life at 
home. Aliyah enjoyed her time over there so much and 
had met so many other exchange students from      
various countries,  she is planning on travelling over-
seas in the future, to enjoy the many experiences    

other countries have to offer. Meanwhile it’s getting back into studying 
towards her HSC year.  
She has been trying to explain the different meals she ate with Brazilian 
families, to her dad, so that he will maybe cook them and try them out 
as well. Also Aliyah explained that the school system there, does not use Technology in their 
classrooms. This apparently doesn’t prevent the students from doing well in their education.  
Aliyah has plans to visit us again with a visual presentation of her wonderful year abroad.  
 

Our 2026 Youth Exchange Program (YEP) Outbounder Izabella (Bella) van der Merwe left for 
Brazil last January and we had her parents, Judy and Dewald, as guests. They were able to 
give a short update on how Bella is going since arriving there. Even though no one in her host 
family or at school can speak English, she has found the people so friendly and welcoming. 
She has been happy and settling in well. 

         March is Rotary’s  Water,       Sanitation and Hygiene Month 

We're celebrating our commit-
ment to create healthier   
communities by supplying 
clean water and sanitation 
facilities to prevent the spread 
of infectious diseases.  

Board & Officers 
President: Rod 
Secretary: Alison 
Ass Secretary: David F  
Treasurer: Geoff 
Vice President: Kim 
President Elect: tba 
Community Services: all 
Youth Services: Mary and 
Michelle 
Club admin & Public image: 
Pam F 
Membership: Christopher 

Projects: David E 

Public Officer & TRF David F 

Bulletin: Mary 

Pride in Work   tba 

YEP  Counsellor: Bronwyn 

 

  

We acknowledge and pay our 
respects  to the  

Gumbaynggirr people, the 
Traditional Custodians of the 

land and waters where we 
live, learn and work. 
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Three new skyhydrants projects 

installed at the Canossa school, 

Atabae school and Comoro 

school will protect thousands of 

pupils. Clear water, clear minds: 

Safe water for Timor-Leste. One 

of  many Rotary Projects  
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Rotary Science and Engineering CHALLENGE  Tuesday 31 March 2026  Wiigulga Multiprpose Centre 

Volunteer Briefing: Monday 30 March from 2-4 pm  

Dinner: Monday, 30 March, at the Seaview Tavern from  6-8 pm  

Challenge:   Tuesday, 31 Mach 2026 

If you would like to attend the dinner, please pay by the RSVP date, 20th March, ($35 pp), so we know the definite numbers.  
Patty Delaney reports that we have a full contingent of over 40 volunteers for our 2026 event. This is great news, as          
volunteers are willing to come back year after year. (Invitation attached with this newsletter, with bank details for payment)  
 
Anzac Day 25 April 2026 

We hope to have a group marching behind our banner on the morning so please mark the date on calendars. 
We will have a wreath which will be placed on the monument during the ceremony.  
 
More on INTERNATIONAL WOMEN”S DAY 
In every corner of the world, women leaders in Rotary are leading the charge to make polio history.  

These women have been working diligently in their own countries or for countries that are undergoing eradication programs 
in the poorer regions of the world. (Their names in order of photos) : 
 
Judith Diment,  Rotary Club of Maidenhead Thames, England, leads Rotary’s UK advocacy efforts, and is a       
passionate fundraiser and International PolioPlus Committee member                                                                                                             
Ijeoma Pearl Okoro Rotary Club of Port Harcourt, Nigeria, directs End Polio Now activities throughout sub -
Saharan Africa.                                                                                                                                                                
Tayyaba Gul Rotary Club of Islamabad (Metropolitan), Pakistan, runs a Rotary-funded health center in Nowshera, 
working with teams of female vaccinators help reach neighbourhoods of ethnic Afghan refugees displaced by     
conflict in tribal border regions                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Ann Lee Hussey Portland Sunrise Rotary Club, Maine, USA, has led Rotary volunteers on nearly 30 trips to places 
like Pakistan and Nigeria to immunize children against polio                                                                                                                              
Marie-Irène Richmond-Ahoua, Rotary Club of Abidjan-Biétry, Côte d’Ivoire, one of the first female Rotarians in 
Africa. She coordinates national polio immunizations and serves on the Africa Regional PolioPlus Committee.  

MEETING DUTY ROSTER Please swap nights if you cannot attend 

Date 
9 March 
Meeting 

23 March 
Board/Club 

Meeting 

13 April 

Meeting 
27 April 

Reminders 
Order Meal by 

6pm  

4.30 Board  

Order Meal by 6  

Order Meal by 

6pm  
ANZAC Holiday 

Jenny W Kyle Jenny S  

Introduce Guest    
Speaker/s 

David F Pam David E  

Vote of Thanks Christopher Alison Geoff  

Guest Speakers or 
Event 

Remarkable  

Women talk 
tba tba  

 

PROJECTS 

 DV Safe Phone 

 Sleeping bags, tarps, blankets  

 World War 1 Restoration and 

Relocation Project (joint with 

RSL sub-branch) 

 Pop-up shop selling high quality 

clothing 

 Pride in Workmanship awards 

 Youth Exchange Program 

  Parkinson Support Group  

DATES FOR ROTARY Diary 

20–21 March 2026 D9660 - D9685 2026 District Conf’ence 

“Together for Tomorrow” Newcastle 

Showcase at Sawtell on 16th and 17th 
May  

International President Francesco Arezzo, is a member of 
the Rotary Club of Ragusa in Sicily, Arezzo has been part of 
Rotary for more than three decades. He has served as vice 
chair of the Joint Strategic Planning Committee, RI direc-
tor, and chair of the 2023 International Convention Com-
mittee for Melbourne, among other leadership roles.  


