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 Next MEETING :  Monday 23 March 

This will be our monthly board meeting included in our normal dinner meeting. We hope that 
this will ecourage everyone to have a say in the direction they want our club to go. Alison will 
email an agenda in the next couple of days. Peter will report back on the flag holder he was 
to purchase. Bring along any ideas you wish to raise. 

Last  MEETING :  Monday 9 March     

International Women’s Day was our theme for our 9 March meeting .  Members prepared a   
2-minuter on many remarkable women, throughout history and also in modern times. Some 
very close to our members’ hearts. It was a very inspiring night as we heard brief stories of 
several amazing  females. It also whet my appetite to find out more, as 2 to 3 minutes did not 
seem to do justice to these brave and strong Women. I have added extra pages to this news-
letter to try and give an overview of each of these special women. Starts Page 3 

Rotary Science and Engineering CHALLENGE Briefing 2pm Dinner 6pm Monday 30th March 

Challenge Tuesday 31 March 2026  Wiigulga Multiprpose Centre 

Volunteer Briefing: Monday 30 March from 2-4 pm  
Dinner: Monday, 30 March, at the Seaview Tavern from  6-8 pm   
If you haven’t yet booked a seat at this fun and informative night 
then deposit your payment by Monday morning ($35 pp), so we 
know the definite numbers.  
Challenge: Tuesday, 31 Mach 2026 
Patty Delaney reports that we have a full contingent of over 40 volunteers for our 2026 
event. This is great news, as volunteers are willing to come back year after year. 
 

 Izabella Van Der Merwe  

Our 2026 Youth Exchange Program (YEP) Outbounder Izabella (Bella) van der Merwe left for 

Brazil last January and started school on January 26th. At first it was a bit hard to adjust as 

she couldn’t understand any of the language. She made lots of friends 

which she was grateful for and they helped her to understand what was 

going on in classes. Outside of school she was going out 

with friends as they showed her around Bauru. Bella also 

met other exchange students from different countries, and she loved hearing 

all their stories about how their exchange was going,  

. Bella said her host family are so kind and welcoming and she is loving the 

different foods that they have. Last month Bella finally started 

to feel more settled. She is getting more used to the language, 

the culture, and her daily routine. Bella said “the water over here is so warm 

compared to the water in Australia!”  She also went to the zoo with her host 

family. 

Board & Officers 
President: Rod 
Secretary: Alison 
Ass Secretary: David F  
Treasurer: Geoff 
Vice President: Kim 
President Elect: tba 
Community Services: all 
Youth Services: Mary and 
Michelle 
Club admin & Public image: 
Pam F 
Membership: Christopher 

Projects: David E 

Public Officer & TRF David F 

Bulletin: Mary 

Pride in Work   tba 

YEP  Counsellor: Bronwyn 

 

  

We acknowledge and pay our 
respects  to the  

Gumbaynggirr people, the 
Traditional Custodians of the 

land and waters where we 
live, learn and work. 

 

13       23 March 2026 
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Farewell to KIM Thompson 

A sad part of the last meeting was saying good-bye to our wonderful member Kim Thompson. It was 
with mixed feelings that Kim is leaving as she is very excited about her 
new venture moving to the Gold Coast, where she will be closer to her 
daughters and their families.  
Kim has been part of the Woolgoolga Rotary Club for the last 10 years, 
joining in April 2016. (photo shows Kim at her induction with then  
President Leslie Casey and Patty Delaney) 
Even though working full time, Kim was always there at the Auction 
helping out. We always knew of Kim’s whereabouts as we could hear 
her contagious laugh from anywhere in the vicinity of the Auction.  
Not long after joining the club, Kim volunteered for Treasurer for the 3 
years from June 2017 to June 2020. At the end of 2017-18 Kim was 
awarded Rotarian of the Year for her vital contribution, especially as Treasurer, as well as many 

hours at the auction shed, assisting with other activities and representing the club.   
In 2019 as Treasurer, Kim received a certificate of recognition from the              
Commonwealth Bank Not-for-profit Treasurers Award program for her role as 
Treasurer of our Club. Kim’s innovation of the internal accounting system           
continued to provide major benefits for the Board, and facilitates preparation of 
the Annual Report. This award was presented by District Governor Lorraine Cottee 
and then President Pam Fayle. (photo). 
 

Kim was then President during the two years from 2021 to 2023. She’s been on the 
RAM Committee since we first had one, and remains on DV Safe Phone Committee 

and has been in that     project from very early on. She has remained on the Board and was 
always phoning in on the meetings on the way from work. Great dedication. 

We Farewelled Kim at the last meeting as a club, then about 10 of our members joined Kim 
at Rod and Bronwyn’s house, on Sunday 15th for a "pot luck" lunch. It was a relaxed and  
enjoyable afternoon. We wish Kim all the best in her new venture in Queensland . Kim has 
already sussed out the local Rotary Clubs in her area and will transfer there after she has had 
time to settle in. Our loss will be their gain. 

MEETING DUTY ROSTER Please swap nights if you cannot attend 

Date 
23 March 

Board/Club 
Meeting 

13 April 

Meeting 
27 April 

11 May 

 Meeting 

Reminders 
Order Meal by 

6pm  

Order Meal by 

6pm  
ANZAC Holiday 

Order Meal by 

6pm  

Kyle Jenny S  Jenny W 

Introduce Guest    
Speaker/s 

Pam David E  Peter L 

Vote of Thanks Alison Geoff  Peter Mc 

Guest Speakers or 
Event 

No speaker due to 
Board meeting. 

Rod and Bron’s NZ 
Exchange trip-

Chase Saban RYLA 
 tba 

 

PROJECTS 

 DV Safe Phone 

 World War 1 Restoration and 

Relocation Project (joint with 

RSL sub-branch) 

 Pop-up shop selling high quality 

clothing 

 Pride in Workmanship awards 

 Youth Exchange Program 

  Parkinson Support Group  

 Woolgoolga Seniors’ Centre 

DATES FOR ROTARY Diary 

20–21 March 2026 D9660 - D9685 2026 District Conf’ence 

“Together for Tomorrow” Newcastle 

Showcase at Sawtell on 16th and 17th 
May  

International President Francesco Arezzo, is a member of 
the Rotary Club of Ragusa in Sicily, Arezzo has been part of 
Rotary for more than three decades. He has served as vice 
chair of the Joint Strategic Planning Committee, RI direc-
tor, and chair of the 2023 International Convention Com-
mittee for Melbourne, among other leadership roles.  

Rotary members are working tirelessly to         

complete projects that provide clean water,       

sanitation, and hygiene sustainably, in all the areas 

of the world where they see a great need 

Anzac Day 25 April 2026 

We hope to have a group marching behind our banner 

on the morning so please mark the date on calendars. 
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Kim spoke about the Generational Changes by women through our late 20th and 21st Century.  These Baby boomers and 
Gen X women of the 1970’s and 80s went into paid work while still carrying on with the responsibilities at home, as wife 
and mothers, which they had modelled on their mothers’ generation of the 1950s housewife, of full time home-maker with 
the male breadwinner. Arlie Hothschild, one of the most influential sociologists of the 20th and 21st 
Century, described this whole situation as a “stalled revolution”. This idea of ’superwoman’  promot-
ed the idea that women should ’have it all’ plus ’do it all’. The result was a persistent double burden 
that shaped women’s health, finances and career trajectories and that many Gen X and    Millennial 
mothers are still negotiating today.  

Peter Lacy spoke about Jacinda Adern, the former Prime Minister of New Zealand. After becoming New Zealand’s   
youngest prime minister in 150 years, Jacinda Ardern continued to challenge the norm by giving birth 
while in office. Resigning from her position after six years, she had reshaped what global leadership 
looks like.  Her determination to prioritise humanity became a defining quality of her public life.  Peter 
spoke with admiration of the many things she achieved while serving her country during many difficult 
periods. 

Andrew Pryor’s little known woman of history was Maria Teresa de Filippis, who was the first woman to ever compete in 
a Formula One World Championship race. Born in Italy in 1926,she began racing as a challenge from 
her brothers. Determined to prove their idea of her being too slow, she competed in her first race in 
1948 and finished second. This sparked her passion and so she continued to race throughout Europe.  
In 1958, she made history by entering Formula One with Maserati. She successfully competed in the 
1958 Belgian Grand Prix, finishing tenth. Her participation broke barriers and challenged stereotypes 
during the time of male-dominated races. Maria de Filippis opened the door for future female drivers 
and is remembered today as a pioneer who proved that talent and determination matter more than 
gender. 

Alison gave her talk about Sally Ride, the first American woman in space. She made history in June 1983 aboard the 
Space Shuttle Challenger. Encouraged by her family she pursued her passion for science and sports   
earning a Bachelor of Science in Physics and Bachelor of Arts in English. Then later earned a Master’s  
degree in English and Ph.D. in Physics in 1978. It was that year in which she was selected as part of 
NASA’s Astronaut programme. After her training to become eligible she flew on the STS-7 mission of the 
Space Shuttle Challenger and became the first American woman to fly into space. She followed this with 
another flight in 1984. Sally Ride was a strong advocate for science education, inspiring young people to 
pursue careers in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). Her legacy continues      

inspiring countless individuals to ‘reach for the stars’.                                                

Kyle  spoke about Emma McKeon, Australia’s most decorated Olympian, having won a total of 
14 Olympic medals across three games (2016 – 2024). Medals. These 14 medals ( 6 gold,           
3 silver, 5 bronze) surpassed previous records held by Ian Thorpe and Leisel Jones. At the Tokyo 
Olympics she became the first female swimmer and the second woman ever to win seven  
medals at a single Olympic Games. Her 20 (inc 14 Gold) Commonwealth Games medals holds 
the record for the most in Commonwealth games history. Emma has amassed 20 World 
Aquatics Championship Medals breaking the Australian record held by Grant Hackett. Since retiring Emma has focused on 
inspiring the next generation of athletes and has been in Advocacy work as a UNICEF Ambassador. 

Peter Mac’s story was about legendary Australian retired Paralympic swimmer and disability advocate,  
Ellie Cole. After losing her right leg to cancer at the age of three, Ellie took up swimming as rehabilita-
tion and went on to compete in for Paralympic Games (2008 – 2020). Ellie concluded her career at the 
2020 Tokyo games (where she was the Australian flag-bearer), with a record-breaking total of 17            
Paralympic medals (6 gold, 8 silver and 6 Bronze). Beyond swimming Ellie also competed in wheelchair 
basketball for Victoria, winning the National League’s Best New Talent award in 2013. Ellie is a regular 
host on Nine’s Wide World of Sports and sits on the Paralympics Australia Board.  Ellie Cole is a lead    
campaigner for the #WeThe15, a human rights movement for people with disabilities, and acts as a     

campaigner for APM (Advanced Personal Management) which is a global provider of health, employment and disability  
services. Ellie was awarded a Member of the Order of Australia for her significant service to sport and advocacy. 

David Fayle spoke about a woman of history in the Clarence Region of Northern NSW, Theodosia De 
Burgh. (Squatter's Castle / George Farwell.) Theodosia de Burgh (1838–1886) was an Irish-born woman 
who married Australian pastoralist Edward David Stewart Ogilvie in 1858, becoming a notable figure in 
New South Wales colonial history. She was the daughter of Reverend William de Burgh, and she and her 
husband settled at "Yulgilbar," a large station on the Clarence River. She was an early pioneering woman 
who suffered the hardships of early Australian farm life while raising 10 children 
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Pam gave a her talk on Chien-Shiung Wu, a pioneering Chinese American experimental physicist. Through her ground-
breaking experiments, she radically changed the way scientists viewed the fundamental 
laws of the universe. Wu’s father, Zhong-Yi Wu, instilled in her a strong belief in the power 
of education and equality for females. Born in a small village near Shanghai, China, in 1912, 
Wu went to an elementary school founded by her father that promoted education for girls 
at a time when it was still uncommon for girls to go to school.  In 1936, Wu moved to the 
US, where she earned a doctorate in physics at the University of California, Berkeley and 
became a world leader in experimental physics, particularly in the field of beta decay. In 
1956, upon learning of her extraordinary expertise in the subject, fellow Chinese American 
physicists Tsung-Dao Lee and Chen Ning Yang approached Wu for help in devising an experi-

ment that would test their theory that the law of conservation of parity didn’t hold during beta decay. Wu designed and 
performed an experiment that sent shockwaves through the physics community.This led to a Nobel Prize for both Lee and 
Yang, while Wu’s pivotal experimental work didn’t receive the same level of recognition. She spoke out about the discrimi-
nation faced by female scientists later in her career. In her later years, Chien-Shiung Wu became an advocate on various 
social issues such as equal opportunities in STEM education for males and females. Wu also continued to be an influential 
figure in the world of physics until her retirement in 1981. She became the first female president of the American Physical 
Society and the first person to win the prestigious Wolf prize in 1978. 

Rod spoke about his grandmother Violet Janet (VJ) Hansen (1893 – 1987).  
Violet married in 1918 to Frederick Elworthy in Gudagai NSW then moved to Albury.  In 1919 while 
traveling in a sulky, the pony toppled over, snapping off the two shafts. The sulky swung forward 
and both Violet (who was 5 months pregnant at the time) and Fred stepped to the ground without 
suffering “ any inconvenience at all”.  After separating from her husband VJ and the children 
stayed on at Burrenderry, Gundagai, where VJ care for her brother-in-law and did the farm’s 
books. Rod remembers her as a strong pioneering woman who dealt with the hardships of every-
day farm life, while also working in the Community. When Rod spent holidays there in his early life, 
he remembers the fuel stove, outdoor laundry and a meat room storing the Turkeys for Christmas. 
VJ, at one stage, had her thumb chopped off during the beheading of one of their turkeys.          
Rod chose his grandmother, because she represented a generation of women who battled through 
hardships and carried on caring for families without any of the mod cons we have today. 
 

Bronwyn chose someone who wasn’t famous but was an unsung hero. A woman of great substance, resilience,              
independence and determination, who made a huge impact in so many areas.   Deidre Williamson. Born in 1915 with a 
WW1 childhood, Deidre was from a well-to-do family and one of 3 daughters of a pioneering family of the film industry in 
England, so had a privileged childhood. At 16,  Deidre was abandoned by her family who migrated to Australia. Left to her 
own devices , Deidre became a teacher. During WW2 as a sign of her devotion to others she prepared and escorted      
evacuated children to Canada and Australia in highly dangerous convoys. Deidre did 3 trips and one time was stranded in 
Vancouver after their ship sunk. On her last trip she became stranded in Australia until after the war. She looked after her 
father in his later years and between 1950 – 1955 she looked after stray children as a registered emergency carer. These 
were often disabled, unwanted and abandoned and drawers were often used as makeshift cots. 
Deidre, who had a knack of drawing people from all walks of life, was renowned for her generosity and ability to befriend 
people guiding and supporting them in times of need. 
An example was Sunnyfield, a school for severely intellectually and physically disabled students, which gave unconditional 
support for parents on weekends and holidays, providing much needed respite. 
Bronwyn asserts that this is such a small snapshot of a woman who weathered a lifetime of struggle with fierce               
determination and an enduring, deep-rooted love for humanity. She encapsulates the ability of women to rise above and 
beyond their own hardships to support others and be a positive and powerful influence in Society.  
Bronwyn said “I’m particularly proud to have known this woman. Luckily for me, she hung on to one of the ‘strays’ and 
adopted me in 1952.” 
 

Photos of Bronwyn’s mum Deidre, and Bronwyn as a littlie and her mum ( a very special story of unconditional love ) 
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Jenny Storum’s woman was an early local, her mother, Dulcie Lee (nee Blackadder) , a strong woman who had a       
fascinating story.  ” Dulcie Blackadder, my Mother, was born in 1918 in Grafton, one of 12 children. 
Living in Woolgoolga, she married Hubert Lee and had five children.  Dad was offered a mining         
engineer job in Malaya and decided to take it and along with Dulcie and daughter Nancy (2 months 
old) boarded a ship. 
It was a wonderful life there until war broke out, and in 1941 Dad joined the Malay Armed Forces.  He 
managed to make it back to Singapore to get Mum out before it fell to the Japanese.  An American ship 
picking up Rubber and Tin picked her and six other women up whilst being strafed by bullets from the 
Japanese. She had a two-year-old and was pregnant. They had many close shaves nearly being blown 
up with mines until they were safely able to disembark in Fremantle. 

Mum eventually arrived back in Woolgoolga awaiting news of Dad.  It was not good as he had been captured and spent 
three years in Changi Internment camp.  He left Australia 16 stone and came home unrecognisable at 6 stone.  
Mum and Dad built the first Guest House in Woolgoolga on the corner of Queen and Market Sts.  The original part is still 
there. They also owned a farm and Mum drove the local taxi. 
They moved to Newcastle in 1959 where Dad died aged 54 in 1964.   Mum later moved back to Woolgoolga.   Her young-
est daughter Vivienne married an American movie director/writer Don Bellisario who,  when he won an award for Best 
Director, invited Mum and I over to the US for the ceremony, and,  in front of a big crowd, upon his acceptance speech 
proceeded to relate the story of Mum’s escape from Singapore. Mum received a standing ovation as he reiterated her 
love for the Americans who rescued her and her children.  Mum was 81 at that stage with a wonderful memory of that 
night.  She passed away in 2003 at the age of 85.   A life well lived! 
 

Jenny Witcombe chose one from the newer generation of strong Australian females, her granddaughter.   
Jenny is very impressed by her14yr old Granddaughter because: 
At the age of 14 she has made a very big decision for her future. 
She has decided to join the Aust. Air Force and hopefully become a pilot.                                           
So to obtain this ambition: 
1) She has been learning to fly an aeroplane. 
2) learning Marshall Arts for a black belt 
3) working very hard at School and in this she has been very successful. 
4) She has joined the local Life Saving Club and working towards being the youngest Patrol Cap-
tain  in QLD and perhaps AUST. 
5) She also trains in Acro. and Silks to be very fit and strong. 
6) She has also had to ride every ride at a theme park (this was a girl who was terrified of them) to 
be able to stand G forces and fly with the local Aerobatics team. 
She loved every ride and is looking forward to the flight.  


